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Consistent Style and Tone
A sudden change in style or tone can interrupt flow and be jarring for readers. 
Unless a change is used to achieve a specific effect, all sections of a text should 
maintain a consistent style and tone appropriate to the task and audience.

Read each paragraph. Underline the sentence that uses a different style or tone 
from the rest. Then rewrite it to be consistent. Do not change overall meaning.

	 1.	 Mastering the cello takes many years. It’s kinda rough early on, but you gotta keep at it.  
		  The payoff is undeniably worth the effort. After consistent practice, dynamic playing will  
		  become second nature.

		  _________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 I’m so bummed! Sergio and I were hyped for a dodgeball tournament this weekend.  
		  He’d been under the weather, but we thought he’d get better. Then his illness progressed  
		  and he was unable to attend.

		  _________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Group projects aren’t usually my thing. True, they aren’t always awful. However, it is  
		  frustrating when fellow classmates do not extend equivalent levels of effort. I guess it’s  
		  cool working with pals sometimes, though.

		  _________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 Chores teach responsibility and good habits. They also serve practical purposes like  
		  maintaining cleanliness. I agree that every member of a household should contribute  
		  to it. But laundry is still the actual worst!

		  _________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary but must be more formal.

Answers will vary but must be less formal.

Answers will vary but must be less formal.

Answers will vary but must be more formal.


