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Style, Tone, and Audience

Draft A
Could our next field trip be to the theater? We’re dragged loads of places  
that don’t really relate to anything, but Community Grand is doing  
The Phantom TollboothThe Phantom Tollbooth. We just read that. It couldn’t be more perfect!  
I think that’d get kids super excited. We’d also learn a lot. Reading books is 
great and all, but it’s totally different seeing something switched up for stage. 
And isn’t learning new things kind of the point of school field trips?

Draft B
I think our grade would benefit from a trip to the Community Grand Theater. 
Not only is experiencing live theater valuable, it is the perfect educational  
opportunity. The current production is The Phantom TollboothThe Phantom Tollbooth, which  
we recently read in class. We can compare both versions and analyze the 
director’s choices. Therefore, if the goal of field trips is to reinforce schoolwork 
and provide unique learning experiences, this meets both criteria.

Bruce wants to convince his teacher and principal to 
plan a field trip to a local theater. He plans to send them 
a letter. The below are excerpts from two drafts.

Identify which draft uses the most appropriate style and tone for the task  
and audience. Then explain your choice using specific details.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________
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Style, Tone, and Audience
ANSWER KEY

Draft B is more appropriate. Explanations will vary but should 

indicate examples of its more formal language compared to the 

informal language in Draft A.


