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Read each set of words. Then write the words on the lines in the correct 
order from least intense to most intense.

1.	 watch, stare,  
	 glance

2.	 courageous, brave,  
	 fearless

3.	 effortless, easy,  
	 simple

4.	 sturdy, tough,  
	 strong

5.	 angry, furious,  
	 mad

6.	 large, enormous,  
	 huge

7.	 fast, quick,  
	 speedy

8.	 freezing, cold,  
	 chilly

9.	 warm, hot,  
	 burning

10.	 great, amazing,  
	 wonderful

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________

Synonyms are words that have the same or similar meanings. Synonyms often have 
small but important differences in meaning. It is important to use the best word to 
make your ideas clearer and your writing more descriptive.

One common difference in meaning is intensity, or how strong or forceful an  
action or emotion is.

example:	 Someone happy feels content and generally pleased.

	 Someone joyful feels a deeper kind of happiness that comes  
	 from something special.

	 Someone excited feels a burst of happiness and energy  
	 because something fun or important is about to happen.

least intense	 most intense
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glance 

brave 

simple 

strong 

mad 

large 

quick 

chilly 

warm 

great

watch 

courageous 

easy 

sturdy 

angry 

huge 

fast 

cold 

hot 

wonderful

stare 

fearless 

effortless 

tough 

furious 

enormous 

speedy 

freezing 

burning 

amazing
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