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Shades of Meaning: Verbs
Synonyms and other groups of words used to describe similar 
ideas often have small but important differences in meaning. 
Always use the most accurate verb. Strong, descriptive verbs help 
readers better picture and emotionally connect with the text.

I spoke with Saoirse.	 basic; not very descriptive
I chatted with Saoirse.	 describes a friendly conversation
I gossiped with Saoirse.	 describes a conversation about rumors
I consulted with Saoirse.	 describes a formal or professional conversation

Each verb in the table expresses a basic action. Think of at least four different, 
more descriptive verbs or verb phrases that express a similar action.  
Use a thesaurus if necessary.

like look walk eat

want tap think make
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like look walk eat

enjoy view stroll consume

love stare stomp devour

prefer witness strut dine

appreciate observe shuffle feast

admire examine march pick at

adore scrutinize pace gorge

savor glare roam scarf down

want tap consume make

desire press believe create

crave knock suspect form

wish for strike know build

yearn for smash wonder assemble

long for hit reason produce

need bump consider manufacture

require brush against reflect invent

ANSWER KEY
Answers will vary. Examples are given.


