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Shades of Meaning: Adverbs
Synonyms and other groups of words used to describe similar ideas 
often have small but important differences in meaning. Always use the 
most accurate adverb or adverbial phrase. Strong, descriptive adverbs 
help readers better picture and emotionally connect with the text.

Conor sighed sadly.	 describes only general sadness
Conor sighed with sorrow.	 describes a particularly deep sadness
Conor sighed wistfully.	 implies a sad longing for something
Conor sighed mournfully.	 implies sadness caused by the loss of something

Each adverb in the table gives a basic description. Think of at least four different adverbs or 
adverbial phrases, including prepositional phrases and similes, that describe similar conditions. 
Use a thesaurus if necessary.

quietly kindly unkindly tiredly

angrily quickly happily bravely
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quietly kindly unkindly tiredly

softly warmly heartlessly sleepily

faintly politely rudely exhaustedly

gently gently nastily drowsily

silently sympathetically viciously sluggishly

in a whisper helpfully without pity wearily

in hushed tones with a smile cold as ice without energy

like a mouse with care with a sneer like a lazy cat

angrily quickly happily bravely

furiously rapidly cheerfully boldly

irately swiftly joyfully daringly

irritably hastily gleefully fearlessly

snappily immediately blissfully heroically

violently instantly merrily gallantly

with annoyance with speed contentedly with courage

like a raging bull like a cheetah with a smile like a lion

ANSWER KEY
Answers will vary. Examples are given.


