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(Shades of Meaning: Adjeciives>

Synonyms and other groups of words used to describe similar ideas
often have small but important differences in meaning. Always use
the most accurate adjective or simile. Strong, descriptive adjectives
help readers better picture and emotionally connect with the text.

The box was big. — basic; not very descriptive

The box was hefty. ——> describes primarily weight but
possibly size too

The box was enormous.—— implies the box is big to an &
impressive degree N

The box was sizeable. —— implies the box is big to a reasonable degree

Each adjective in the table gives a basic description. Think of at least four different adjectives
or similes that describe similar qualities. Use a thesaurus if necessary.
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ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. Examples are given.

CShades of Meaning: Adjectives>

Synonyms and other groups of words used to describe similar ideas
often have small but important differences in meaning. Always use
the most accurate adjective or simile. Strong, descriptive adjectives
help readers better picture and emotionally connect with the text.

The box was big. — basic; not very descriptive

The box was hefty. ——> describes primarily weight but
possibly size too

The box was enormous.——> implies the box is big to an
impressive degree
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