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A few days ago I was in Oregon and I’ve been following 
the roads along the original Oregon Trail. I thought it would 
be exciting to follow it to where the trail’s starting point was 
located. From the 1840s through the 1860s, about half a  
million people traveled westward along this trail. Families 
who made the journey were given free land in Oregon to 
start new farms. Now that I’ve found the beginning of the 
trail, I wish I knew which state I am in.

I visited the “Show-Me Information Building.” There was a 
nice, gray-haired gentleman inside. I asked him to please 
show me where I am. He didn’t say the name of the state, 
but he said I was near St. Louis. He recommended I go to 
the top of the the Gateway Arch  
for a marvelous view of the  
Mississippi River.

Do you know which state 
I’m in this time?
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Answer: Missouri


