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Similes and metaphors are kinds of figurative language.  
They both compare two things that are normally not alike.  
However, they do it differently.

Similes use words such as l ikelike, asas, or thanthan.
Metaphors mostly use a form of bebe or no additional word at all.

simile examples
Leia is like a cheetah.
My pile of clothes is tall as a mountain. 

metaphor examples
Leah is a cheetah.
I have a mountain of clothes.

Identify the kind of figurative language used. Then tell what it means.
          simile or metaphor

1. The laptop was an aging dinosaur. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. The idea came to me like a flash of lightning! ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Alejandra went as still as a statue. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Zuri always has sunshine in her pocket. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Uncle Jesse is a walking dictionary. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6. This homework is trickier than a magician! ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7. Ms. Khan is working through a sea of emails. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

simile

metaphor

simile

metaphor

simile

metaphor

metaphor

The idea came suddenly.

Zuri is always happy or positive.

This homework is difficult.

The laptop was very old.

Alejandra went completely still.

Uncle Jesse is smart or knows a lot of words.

Ms. Khan is working through a lot of emails.


