
A hiker walks among giant sequoia trees in 
Sequoia National Park.
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Tree Giants
 By Guy Belleranti

In California live the world’s two largest  
species of trees. These are the coast redwood  
and the giant sequoia. Both are so big even  
dinosaurs would look small beside them.  

Both trees have cinnamon-red colored bark. However,  
they are different species. 

Most coast redwoods grow 150 to 250 feet (46–76 meters) tall. The largest top 
330 feet (101 meters). One, named Hyperion, is almost 380 feet (116 meters) tall. 
That is as tall as a 38-story building. It is the tallest tree in the world.

Sequoias are also very tall. Many grow over 200 feet (61 meters) high. A few 
exceed 300 feet (91 meters). But it is the thickness of their bark and their trunk 
diameter which set them apart from all trees, including redwoods. 

Some redwoods have bark 
1 foot (30 centimeters) thick 
and trunks 20 feet (6 meters) in 
diameter. Some sequoias have 
bark almost 3 feet (1 meter) thick 
and trunks over  
30 feet (9 meters) in diameter. 

The largest sequoia, the 
General Sherman tree in Sequoia 
National Park, is 36 feet (11 meters) 
in diameter at the bottom. 
That’s as large as the height of a 
telephone pole! The total distance 

around this tree’s trunk is 102 feet (31 meters). General Sherman is also 275 feet 
(83 meters) tall. All told, this sequoia weighs more than 2.5 million pounds (1 
million kilograms). That’s as much as 600 average-sized cars! 

Redwoods and sequoias are also giants in lifespan. Some redwoods live 
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The Chandelier Tree in California is a coast 
redwood that is so big it has a hole cut out for 
cars to drive through.
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over 2,000 years. One still-living 
sequoia, the President, is almost 
3,300 years old. 

Surprisingly, redwood and 
sequoia seed cones are not giant. 
Redwood tree cones are only 
about an inch (2.5 centimeters) 
long. Sequoia tree cones are the 
size of a chicken egg. 

So where in California do these 
giant trees live? 

Coast redwoods live along 
the ocean. Here, moist summer 
fog, winter rain, and moderate year-round temperatures provide the perfect 
weather. The northern California coast, a small piece of southern Oregon, and 
Muir Woods near San Francisco are such places.

Sequoias do not live near the ocean. Instead, they live on the western slopes 
of California’s Sierra Nevada Mountains. It is drier and warmer here. Sequoia 
and Kings Canyon National Parks feature the largest and most numerous 
sequoia groves. Sequoias also grow in a portion of Yosemite National Park and 
in the Sequoia National Forest.
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Tree Giants
 By Guy Belleranti

1. What is the main idea of the article?

 _______________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

2. Use the information from the article to complete the chart below.  
 Use feet for the unit of measurement.

3. What is the name of the largest giant sequoia?
  a.  Hyperion b. the President
  c. General Sherman d. the King

4. What is the author’s purpose for writing this passage?
  a. to inform the reader about the two largest species of trees
  b. to persuade readers to visit Sequoia National Park
  c. to inform the reader about all the tree species in California
  d. to tell an entertaining story about the largest trees in the world

5. Why don’t sequoias live near the ocean?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

Tree
Species

coast
redwood

giant
sequoia

Average 
Height of  
the Tree

Average 
Thickness of 

Tree Bark

Average 
Diameter of 
Tree Trunk
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1. ______  species

2. ______  diameter

3. ______  average

4. ______  lifespan

5. ______  moderate

6. ______  moist

7. ______  numerous

8. ______  portion

a. slightly wet

b. existing in large numbers

c. the distance through the center of a circle

d. something that is not extreme

e. a group of animals or plants that are similar

f. a part of a larger amount

g. an estimation of an amount that is ordinary  
 or usual

h. the amount of time that a person, plant, or  
 animal lives
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Match each vocabulary word from the article 
with the correct definition.

Tree Giants
 By Guy Belleranti
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In the article, “Tree Giants,” you learned about the  
two largest species of trees in the world that live in  
California and parts of Oregon.
Imagine that your class had the opportunity to take a  
field trip to visit the giant sequoias and coast redwoods.  
On the lines below, write a letter to your parent or guardian  
convincing them to let you go on the field trip. Use information from the article to 
explain why you would want to go.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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1. What is the main idea of the article?

 _______________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

2. Use the information from the article to complete the chart below.  
 Use feet for the unit of measurement.

ANSWER KEY
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3. What is the name of the largest giant sequoia?
  a.  Hyperion b. the President
  c. General Sherman d. the King

4. What is the author’s purpose for writing this passage?
  a. to inform the reader about the two largest species of trees
  b. to persuade readers to visit Sequoia National Park
  c. to inform the reader about all the tree species in California
  d. to tell an entertaining story about the largest trees in the world

5. Why don’t sequoias live near the ocean?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

Tree
Species

coast
redwood

giant
sequoia

Average 
Height of  
the Tree

Average 
Thickness of 

Tree Bark

Average 
Diameter of 
Tree Trunk

150-250 feet 20 feet 1 foot

200 feet

Answers will vary.

Answers 
will vary.

30 feet 3 feet

Examples are: Sequoias do not live near the ocean because 
they need a warmer and drier climate to survive. // Sequoias 
need a warm, dry climate. Places near the ocean have a wet,  
cool climate. 

Examples are: The main idea of the  
article is the coast redwood and the  
giant sequoia are the largest species of trees  
in the world. // This article is mostly about the two largest tree  
species in the world.



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

ANSWER KEY

2 0 0 12 8

1. ______  species

2. ______  diameter

3. ______  average

4. ______  lifespan

5. ______  moderate

6. ______  moist

7. ______  numerous

8. ______  portion

a. slightly wet

b. existing in large numbers

c. the distance through the center of a circle

d. something that is not extreme

e. a group of animals or plants that are similar

f. a part of a larger amount

g. an estimation of an amount that is ordinary  
 or usual

h. the amount of time that a person, plant, or  
 animal lives

Match each vocabulary word from the article 
with the correct definition.

Tree Giants
 By Guy Belleranti
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