
Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Name: ____________________________________________

The Ancient 
Civilization  
of China
 By Anita Kim Venegas

Let’s begin with a definition of ancient: something from the  
very distant past that is no longer in existence. It is common today to hear someone 
talk about their great-grandparents as ancient. Clearly, if your great-grandparents 
are still alive, they cannot be ancient, though they seem very old to you.

Much of what we know today about ancient history is developed from the work 
of archaeologists. Archaeologists discover artifacts they find underground and 
explain to others how these artifacts describe the lives of people who lived long 
ago. Archaeologists have taught us a lot about ancient China.

China’s civilization began about 4,000 years ago with the Xia Dynasty. A dynasty 
is ruled by an emperor. The emperor will pass the leadership to his son, and the son 
will pass the leadership to his son. Over the last 2,000 years, there have been four 
dynasties: the Song, the Yuan, the Ming, and the Qing. Each time the basic needs 
of clean water, food, and safety were not provided, the people revolted against 
the ruling dynasty. A new leader from a different family would take over the ruling 
of the country, and a new dynasty would begin. The Qing Dynasty ended in 1912 
when events in China caused turbulence among the people. The population 
was growing quickly, resulting in food shortages and famine. A revolution by the 
peasants ended the ruling power of the emperor, who lived in the Forbidden City 
in Beijing. Many leaders have made significant changes over the last 100 years 
following the end of the Qing Dynasty.

Throughout the history of ancient China, the Chinese invented many items 
that we use often: paper, kites, umbrellas, the compass, dominoes, fireworks, 
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gunpowder, movable type, and the world’s first paper money. Most people think 
of rice as the staple crop of China, but it’s not the only one. Wheat is a staple crop 
as well, used more for making noodles than for baking bread. Rice was, and still 
is, grown in the warmer climate of the southern provinces; wheat is grown in the 
cooler climate of the northern areas.

Daily life was difficult. Most families lived in small villages, planting and 
harvesting rice as well as vegetables, while raising pigs, goats, and chickens. Many 
farmers today continue to live as they did centuries ago. Since China’s population 
is the largest of any country on Earth, farmers will always be needed to raise 
animals and grow crops for the people.

Perhaps the oldest structure in 
China is the Great Wall. Building 
of the wall began 2,300 years ago 
during the Qin dynasty as a way to 
protect China from invaders from 
the north. The wall was not always 
successful in keeping invaders out. 
Earlier sections of the wall were 
built by soldiers and prisoners. The 

Great Wall stretches for 13,000 miles across China. Guard towers were placed 
strategically along the path. The towers were lit up with fire to warn citizens of 
approaching armies. Most of the Great Wall that visitors see today was built during 
the Ming dynasty, from 1368 to 1644.

Today, China is undergoing great change. City streets are jammed with cars 
and buses, skyscrapers seem to touch the clouds, and high speed trains whiz past 
flooded rice fields. But take a trip into the countryside, and you will step back in 
time to the years of ancient China.
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Name: ____________________________________________

1. Based on the information in the article, how did we learn  
 much of what we know today about ancient China?
  a. Great-grandparents passed down stories.
  b. Archaeologists recovered ancient artifacts.
  c. Emperors kept detailed records of their rule.
  d. Soldiers and prisoners carved writings into the Great Wall of China.

2. Identify the main reason why the Chinese people revolted against their rulers 
 throughout history.

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which list of items were not invented by the Chinese?
  a. dominoes, kites, and paper money
  b. umbrellas, movable type, and gunpowder
  c. chewing gum, coins, and stamps
  d. paper and fireworks

4. Why is farming an important aspect of Chinese society, both in ancient times  
 and today?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did the ancient Chinese people build the Great Wall of China?

 ________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ____________________________________________

1. ______  compass

2. ______  famine

3. ______  civilization

4. ______  staple crop

5. ______  emperor

6. ______  archaeologists

7. ______  dynasty

8. ______  artifacts

9. ______  revolution

 ______  peasants10.

a. the society and culture of a group of  
 people living in a particular area

b. the ruler of an empire

c. an overthrow of the current ruler or  
 government by the people in favor of a  
 new one

d. a line of rulers coming from the same  
 family tree

e. items made by humans that have  
 historical and cultural value

f. a crop that a group of people, a region,  
 or a country relies on as a primary source  
 of food

g. an instrument used to determine the 
 direction of magnetic north

h. poor farmers who hold a low social status

i. people who study human history through  
 analyzing physical remains and artifacts

j. shortage of food

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the 
correct definition.
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In the article, “The Ancient Civilization of China,” you learned  
about one of the oldest structures in China, the Great Wall. This incredible wall 
stretches 13,000 miles across China, and the oldest parts of the wall are 2,300 years old!
On the lines below, write three interesting facts about the Great Wall of China that are 
not included in the article. With an adult’s permission, use the internet or your textbook 
for your research. Write the name of the website you used for research below.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________
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1. Based on the information in the article, how did we learn  
 much of what we know today about ancient China?
  a. Great-grandparents passed down stories.
  b. Archaeologists recovered ancient artifacts.
  c. Emperors kept detailed records of their rule.
  d. Soldiers and prisoners carved writings into the Great Wall of China.

2. Identify the main reason why the Chinese people revolted against their rulers 
 throughout history.

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which list of items were not invented by the Chinese?
  a. dominoes, kites, and paper money
  b. umbrellas, movable type, and gunpowder
  c. chewing gum, coins, and stamps
  d. paper and fireworks

4. Why is farming an important aspect of Chinese society, both in ancient times  
 and today?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did the ancient Chinese people build the Great Wall of China?

 ________________________________________________________________________________
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They revolted against their rulers whenever their basic needs 
of clean water, food, and safety were not provided.

Farmers help provide the food needed to support the 
country’s large population.

They built the wall to keep out invaders from the north.
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5. ______  emperor

6. ______  archaeologists

7. ______  dynasty

8. ______  artifacts

9. ______  revolution

 ______  peasants10.

a. the society and culture of a group of  
 people living in a particular area

b. the ruler of an empire

c. an overthrow of the current ruler or  
 government by the people in favor of a  
 new one

d. a line of rulers coming from the same  
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e. items made by humans that have  
 historical and cultural value

f. a crop that a group of people, a region,  
 or a country relies on as a primary source  
 of food

g. an instrument used to determine the 
 direction of magnetic north

h. poor farmers who hold a low social status

i. people who study human history through  
 analyzing physical remains and artifacts

j. shortage of food

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the 
correct definition.
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