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If you look at a map or globe, you will probably notice 
lots of lines. Some lines are vertical (up and down) and 

some lines are horizontal (side to side). If you look at a  
picture of the Earth from space, you won’t see any lines! 

The lines on maps and globes are imaginary. The vertical 
lines are called lines of longitude. They go north and south. The 
horizontal lines are called lines of latitude. They go east and west. Latitude and  
longitude lines help measure distance on Earth. 

Maybe you have heard of the equator. The equator is an imaginary line of latitude 
that runs right through the middle of the Earth. It is the halfway point between the  
North Pole and South Pole.

Invisible Lines

1. What type of lines go north and south?                         _______________________________ 

2.  What type of lines go east and west?                            _______________________________

3.  What is the best meaning of the word imaginary imaginary in this passage?  

 a. invisible

 b. visible   

 c. made-up

 d. real 

4.  Why did the author write this? 

 a. to teach about lines of latitude and longitude

 b. to teach about space   

 c. to teach about globes

 d. to teach about maps

5.  What is the equator? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

lines of longitude

lines of latitude

It is a line of latitude that runs through the middle of the Earth. 

If you look at a map or globe, you will probably notice 
lots of lines. Some lines are vertical (up and down) and 

some lines are horizontal (side to side). If you look at a  
picture of the Earth from space, you won’t see any lines! 

The lines on maps and globes are imaginary. The vertical 
lines are called lines of longitude. They go north and south. The 
horizontal lines are called lines of latitude. They go east and west. Latitude and  
longitude lines help measure distance on Earth. 

Maybe you have heard of the equator. The equator is an imaginary line of latitude 
that runs right through the middle of the Earth. It is the halfway point between the  
North Pole and South Pole.


