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Did you know a giraffe’s tongue is six times longer  
than yours? The giraffe tongue is flexible, thick, and 

rough. It reaches into thorny tree branches and grabs 
mouthfuls of leaves. Thick spit adds extra protection from 
the thorns.

Frog tongues are much smaller, but they move fast.  
When the frog sees a bug—zap! The frog gets a yummy snack.

A lion’s tongue is covered with tiny spines and feels like sandpaper. The tongue 
scrapes meat off the bones of prey.

Snakes smell with their tongues. A snake’s tongue in forked. Flicking the tongue in 
and out, the snake catches odors in the air. This helps the snake find prey and detect 
danger.

Animal tongues are also super cleaners. Cats, dogs, and many other animals  
clean themselves with their tongues. Some gecko lizards use their tongues to lick their 
eyes clean!

Terrific Tongues
  By  Guy Belleranti

1.  Onomatopoeia is the use of a word that sounds like what it is describing.  
	  Which word from the second paragraph is an example of onomatopoeia?

	 a. fast 
	 b. zap	  
	 c. bug
	 d. snack

2.  How do the spines on a lion’s tongue help the lion eat? 

	  ____________________________________________________________________

	  ____________________________________________________________________

3.  What is the author’s purpose for this article?

	 a. to entertain with a story about how an animal uses its tongue
	 b. to explain which animal has the most useful tongue	  
	 c. to show that all tongues are basically the same
	 d. to inform about different ways animals use their tongues
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ANSWER KEY

RB

The spines help scrape meat off the bones of prey. 


