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Name: ____________________________________________

1.	 What is the author’s purpose for writing this article?
		  a. to show how animals can be scary
		  b. to teach how to stop animals from spitting
		  c. to tell a funny story about animals
		  d. to explain how spitting helps animals in different ways

2.	 Explain how the archerfish hunts its prey.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Reread the sentence from the article. Then answer the question.

	 What is the best definition of sensitive?
		  a. complicated       b. highly responsive       c. emotional       d. easily changed

Some animals have good reasons to spit. 
The walrus sometimes spits water to uncover 

its favorite dinner: clams. Then, using its sensitive 
whiskers, the walrus finds the meal on the ocean 
floor.

The archerfish also spits water to get a meal. 
The fish stays near the water’s surface. It sees an 
insect on an overhanging plant. Water shoots 
from the fish’s mouth. Bullseye! The insect falls into 
the water. Dinnertime!

The spitting spider spits to catch dinner, too. It spots an 
insect. Raising its fangs, it spits sticky liquid silk. Time to eat! 
But don’t worry. This small spider doesn’t eat people.

However, stay away from a spitting cobra. Like other 
cobras, it has venom. It can kill prey with a bite. It also 
defends itself by spraying venom from its fangs. It aims for 
the eyes. The venom hurts. It can even blind the victim.
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Then, using its sensitive whiskers, the walrus finds the meal on the ocean floor.
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Then, using its sensitive whiskers, the walrus finds the meal on the ocean floor.

The archerfish spits water at insects so they fall into the water.


