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Animals have many kinds of feet.
Some feet are big. Giraffe feet are as big as a dinner 

plate. They support the giraffe’s weight and provide balance. 
They can also kick in any direction for protection. Kangaroos 
have big hind feet. They make giant hops with these feet and strong legs.

Some feet are furry. Fur keeps the feet of an Arctic fox warm. Fur also cushions and 
protects an animal’s feet when they run or jump.

Some feet are webbed. Skin stretches between the toes. This turns the feet into 
paddles. Ducks, swans, and other waterbirds have webbed feet. So do many frogs and 

turtles. Polar bears have partially webbed front feet. They paddle with their 
webbed front feet and steer with their non-webbed rear feet.

Some feet are sharp. Eagles use sharp talons to capture prey. Leopards 
use sharp claws to hunt and climb trees. Tree squirrels use claws to climb 
trees too. Ground squirrels use claws to dig burrows.

Can you think of other kinds of fabulous feet?

1.	What is this text mostly about?
	 a. how animals use their feet to dig	
	 b. different kinds of animal feet
	 c. webbed feet
	 d. the difference between webbed feet and non-webbed feet

2.	How do polar bears use their webbed feet?

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.	What are two ways that furry feet can help animals?

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4.	Which kind of feet are not discussed in the article?

	 a. talons	 b. webbed feet	 c. claws		 d. flippers 

5.	What does hind mean?

	 a. back	 b. front	 c. middle		 d. large 

Fabulous Feet
By Guy Belleranti
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ANSWER KEY

Polar bears use their webbed feet to help them paddle.

1. Furry feet can help keep animals warm.

2. Furry feet can provide protection.


