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Do you think blizzards are when it snows a lot? 

That9s not true! You do need a lot of snow, but it 

doesn9t have to be falling. It can be old snow on the 

ground. That9s called a ground blizzard. 

Three things make a blizzard. One is how windy it is. Winds need to be more than 

35 miles per hour (56 km per hour). Another is how far you can see. You can9t see 

more than    mile away (less than    km) in blizzards. Wind blows snow around and 

makes it too hard to see. The third is how long it lasts. It has to be like that for at least 

3 hours. Stay safe and warm inside while it lasts!

What Makes  
a Blizzard?

1. List the three things that make a blizzard.

 a. ___________________________________________________________________________

 b. ___________________________________________________________________________

 c. ___________________________________________________________________________

2. What is a blizzard called when there9s no snow falling?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do blizzards need lots of snow?

 a. yes b. no

4. The author tells you to stay safe inside while a blizzard lasts. What are two reasons  

 it might not be safe to be outside in a blizzard?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is: It9s not safe to be outside when you can9t see, 

and it9s not safe to be outside in the cold for a long time.

winds more than 35 miles per hour (56 km per hour)

you can9t see more than     mile (less than    km) 

it has to last for at least 3 hours

a ground blizzard
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