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A pronoun is vague if you can’t tell what the antecedent should be. A sentence  
with a vague pronoun is often unclear.

vague: The box won’t fit in the suitcase because it is too small.
not vague: The box won’t fit in the suitcase because the suitcase is too small.

Read each pair of sentences. Circle the sentence that does notnot have  
a vague pronoun.

	 1. 	 When the heavy box hit the table, it broke.

		  When the heavy box hit the table, the table broke.

	 2. 	 Mila told Eliza that Eliza should study every day so she can get a better grade on  
		  the final exam.

		  Mila told Eliza she should study every day so she can get a better grade on the  
		  final exam.

	 3. 	 When the candle melted, it ruined Mom’s favorite oak table.

		  When the candle melted, the wax ruined Mom’s favorite oak table.

	 4. 	 Aunt Lia and Grandma were supposed to talk on the phone, but she didn’t answer.

		  Aunt Lia and Grandma were supposed to talk on the phone, but Grandma didn’t answer.

	 5. 	 The teacher met with the principal before she left at the end of the day.

		  The teacher met with the principal before the principal left at the end of the day.

	 6. 	 The kite collided with the branch and the kite broke.

		  The kite collided with the branch and it broke.

	 7. 	 The students put their computers in their lockers and locked the lockers.

		  The students put their computers in their lockers and locked them.

	 8. 	 The cat rubbed against the chair, and it fell over.

		  The cat rubbed against the chair, and the chair fell over.
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