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Give two primary sources (PS) and two secondary sources (SS) that you think would be 
valuable for researching the topics below. Then answer the questions.

	 1.	 battles in World War I

		  PS 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________

		  PS 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________

		  SS 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________

		  SS 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 life in Ancient Egypt

		  PS 1: _________________________________________________________________________

		  PS 2: __________________________________________________________________________

		  SS 1: ___________________________________________________________________________

		  SS 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 What is at least one limitation of using only primary sources in research?

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 What is at least one limitation of using only secondary sources in research?

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Using Primary and Secondary Sources
Primary sources are firsthand accounts or descriptions. They are made by people 

who were present to see or experience something themselves. For this reason, objects 
created at the time being studied are also primary sources.

Secondary sources are secondhand accounts or descriptions. They are made by 
people who were not present to see or experience something themselves. They build on 
primary or other secondary sources.
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ANSWER KEY

Accept any reasonable primary source.

Accept any reasonable primary source.

Accept any reasonable secondary source.

Accept any reasonable secondary source.

Accept any reasonable primary source.

Accept any reasonable primary source.

Accept any reasonable secondary source.

Accept any reasonable secondary source.

Answers will vary. Examples include: they are limited to what was known at the time; 

they often contain only single perspectives and bias; they may be incomplete; they 

may be confusing without further context.

Answers will vary. Examples include: interpretations may be biased or misrepresent 

information; they might lack understanding of historical context; they can leave out 

important details.


