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Read each sentence. Circle the thing that is being personified. Underline the 
description that makes it a personification. Then explain what the figurative 
language means or suggests.

1.	 The Cruzes took a trip to New York City, the city that never sleeps.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Dad’s car keys are always playing hide-and-seek with him.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Happiness is a regular and welcomed guest in this house!

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

4.	 The sun rudely stabbed at Wyatt’s eyes during the long hike.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

5.	 I tried to dodge Ximena’s hair as it danced in the wind.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

Personification

Personification is the use of humanlike characteristics or qualities, such as 
certain actions or emotions, to describe nonhuman things, such as animals, 
objects, or ideas. It is a kind of figurative language.

example:  My  homework  stared at me judgmentally from the desk.
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Read each sentence. Circle the thing that is being personified. Underline the 
description that makes it a personification. Then explain what the figurative 
language means or suggests.

1.	 The Cruzes took a trip to New York City, the city  that never sleeps.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Dad’s car keys are always playing hide-and-seek with him.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Happiness  is a regular and welcomed guest in this house!

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

4.	 The sun  rudely stabbed at Wyatt’s eyes during the long hike.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

5.	 I tried to dodge Ximena’s hair as it danced in the wind.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________

Personification is the use of humanlike characteristics or qualities, such as 
certain actions or emotions, to describe nonhuman things, such as animals, 
objects, or ideas. It is a kind of figurative language.

example:  My  homework  stared at me judgmentally from the desk.

The personification suggests the city is always busy, even at night.

Answers may vary. Examples are given.

The personification means Dad is always losing his car keys.

The personification suggests the household is often happy.

The personification means the sun was bright and hurting Wyatt’s eyes.

The personification means Ximena’s hair is blowing around in the wind.


