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Columbus Crossword

Across

2.	 a valuable metal

3.	 the country Columbus’s birthplace would  
	 later become

5.	 to find one’s way around, especially by  
	 water

8.	 Columbus’s first name (in English)

9.	 e.g., black pepper, ginger, cinnamon

10.	 one European name for the land  
	 Columbus reached

11.	 ocean that Columbus sailed across

Down

1.	 synonym for trip

4.	 largest of Columbus’s ships

6.	 i.e., India, China, and Japan; where  
	 Columbus was trying to sail

7.	 smallest of Columbus’s ships, officially  
	 named Santa Clara

9.	 kingdom that paid for Columbus’s  
	 trip

Note to Students: Ignore spaces.
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Columbus Words

All words will not be used in the puzzle.

Note to Teachers: Copy this word bank to the back of the puzzle page, if desired.

Atlantic

Christopher

crew

explorer

Ferdinand

gold

Guanahaní

Hispaniola

Indies 

Isabella

Italy

Native Americans

navigate

New World

Niña

October

Old World

Pinta

route

San Salvador

Santa María

Spain

spices

voyage

Columbus Crossword
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SOLUTION
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Columbus Crossword

Across

2.	 a valuable metal

3.	 the country Columbus’s birthplace would  
	 later become

5.	 to find one’s way around, especially by  
	 water

8.	 Columbus’s first name (in English)

9.	 e.g., black pepper, ginger, cinnamon

10.	 one European name for the land  
	 Columbus reached

11.	 ocean that Columbus sailed across

Down

1.	 synonym for trip

4.	 largest of Columbus’s ships

6.	 i.e., India, China, and Japan; where  
	 Columbus was trying to sail

7.	 smallest of Columbus’s ships, officially  
	 named Santa Clara

9.	 kingdom that paid for Columbus’s  
	 trip

Note to Students: Ignore spaces.
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