Name:

( N

L Greek Roots )

Root words are parts of words that have meaning but are not usually words by themselves.
They need affixes, other roots, or both to make a full word.

Many English words have roots that come from Greek or Latin. Recognizing root words can help
you spell words correctly and guess the meaning of unknown words.

The table below lists some common Greek roots and their meanings.

Root Meaning Root Meaning

arch ruler; chief micro smalll

aster/astr star naut ship; sailor

bio life pan all

chron path feeling; disease
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e, araw SCEPT/SCOP TO SEE; ODSETvVE
heter/hetero different; other syn/sym/sys with; together
hom/homo same techn skill; art; build
hydr water fele far; distant
logo word; reason theos god

logy study therm heat

meg great; large fop place; location
meter/metr measure Z0 animal

Can you identify the Greek parts of these words? Which words do you know?
Guess the meaning of the ones you don't—and confirm with a dictionary!

hydrophobia  astronaut zoology telescope synchronous

megaphone  biogenesis  microcosm homologous
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