
Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Name: 

Read each set of words. Then identify which word carries the most 
negative, neutral, or positive connotation by writing the words on 
the correct lines.

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning. 
Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be 
neutral, positive, or negative.

	 connotation is more:
	 negative	 neutral	 positive

1. lazy, inactive,  
relaxed

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

2. extraordinary,  
unusual, weird 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

3. scheme,  
strategy, plan

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

4. quiet, reserved,  
antisocial

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

5. ask, demand,  
request

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

6. plain, modest,  
boring

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

7. reckless, brave,  
unafraid

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

8. youthful, young, 
childish

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

9. earn, seize,  
obtain

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

10. scent, odor,  
fragrance

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

Positive and Negative Connotations



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com
T L

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning. 
Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be 
neutral, positive, or negative.

Positive and Negative Connotations

Read each set of words. Then identify which word carries the most 
negative, neutral, or positive connotation by writing the words on 
the correct lines.

	 connotation is more:
	 negative	 neutral	 positive

1. lazy, inactive,  
relaxed

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

2. extraordinary,  
unusual, weird 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

3. scheme,  
strategy, plan

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

4. quiet, reserved,  
antisocial

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

5. ask, demand,  
request

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

6. plain, modest,  
boring

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

7. reckless, brave,  
unafraid

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

8. youthful, young, 
childish

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

9. earn, seize,  
obtain

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

10. scent, odor,  
fragrance

______________________ ______________________ ______________________

ANSWER KEY

extraordinaryunusualweird

requestaskdemand

fragrancescentodor

relaxedinactivelazy

youthfulyoungchildish

strategyplanscheme

modestplainboring

braveunafraidreckless

reservedquietantisocial

earnobtainseize


