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Name: 

For each denotation, brainstorm a word that has the opposite connotation from the 
one listed.

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

example:

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal 
meaning. Some connotations are positive. Others are negative.

ConfidentConfident and arrogantarrogant both denote firm belief in one’s abilities.
Wow, Juliette is so confident!  	 positive connotation
Wow, Juliette is so arrogant!	 negative connotation

	 connotation is more:
	 denotation	 positive	 negative

1. clear and bold about one’s 
wants or opinions 

_________________________ _________________________

2. a back-and-forth exchange  
of ideas

_________________________ _________________________

3. to look into or gather  
information about 

_________________________ _________________________

4. showing few emotions or  
speaking little 

_________________________ _________________________

5. to influence someone’s 
thoughts and actions

_________________________ _________________________

6. openly making truthful  
observations 

_________________________ _________________________

7. strongly emotionally invested  
in something

_________________________ _________________________

8. following old customs or ways  
of thought 

_________________________ _________________________

9. willing to face dangerous odds 
and take risks 

_________________________ _________________________

10. refusing to let something go; 
doing repeatedly

_________________________ _________________________

Positive and Negative Connotations

assertive

persuade

investigate

conversation

reserved

annoying

old-fashioned

blunt

fanatical

reckless
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Wow, Juliette is so confident!  	 positive connotation
Wow, Juliette is so arrogant!	 negative connotation

	 connotation is more:
	 denotation	 positive	 negative

1. clear and bold about one’s 
wants or opinions 

_________________________ _________________________

2. a back-and-forth exchange  
of ideas

_________________________ _________________________

3. to look into or gather  
information about 

_________________________ _________________________

4. showing few emotions or  
speaking little 

_________________________ _________________________
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thoughts and actions

_________________________ _________________________
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observations 

_________________________ _________________________

7. strongly emotionally invested  
in something

_________________________ _________________________
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of thought 

_________________________ _________________________

9. willing to face dangerous odds 
and take risks 
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doing repeatedly
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Positive and Negative Connotations
ANSWER KEY

persistent

traditional

honest

enthusiastic

brave

pushy

manipulate

spy

argument

cold

Answers may vary. Examples are given.

assertive

persuade

investigate

conversation

reserved

annoying

old-fashioned

blunt

fanatical

reckless


