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—(Positive and Negative Connotations%

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal
meaning. Some connotations are positive. Others are negative.
example:  Confident and arrogant both denote firm belief in one’s abilities.
Wow, Juliette is so confident! —> positive connotation
Wow, Juliefte is so arrogant! — negative connotation

For each denotation, brainstorm a word that has the opposite connotation from the
one listed.

connotation is more:
denotation positive negative
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5. toinfluence someone’s persuade
thoughts and actions

6. openly making fruthful blunt
observations

7. strongly emotionally invested fanatical
in something

8. following old customs or ways old-fashioned
of thought

9. wiling fo face dangerous odds reckless

and take risks

10. refusing to let something go; annoying
doing repeatedly

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com



ANSWER KEY

—(Positive and Negative Connotations%

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal
meaning. Some connotations are positive. Others are negative.

example:  Confident and arrogant both denote firm belief in one's abilities.
Wow, Juliette is so confident! —> positive connotation
Wow, Juliefte is so arrogant! — negative connotation

For each denotation, brainstorm a word that has the opposite connotation from the
one listed.

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

TL



