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Name: 

For each denotation, brainstorm one word that has a more positive connotation and 
one word that has a more negative connotation.

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

example:

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal 
meaning. Some connotations are positive. Others are negative.

YouthfulYouthful and childishchildish both denote something that seems young.
My uncle is very youthful for his age. 	 positive connotation
My uncle is very childish for his age.	 negative connotation

	 connotation is more:
	 denotation	 positive	 negative

1. having a firm belief in one’s  
own abilities 

_________________________ _________________________

2. someone who spends money 
very carefully 

_________________________ _________________________

3. a strong fondness for someone 
or something 

_________________________ _________________________

4. without additional features or 
decorations 

_________________________ _________________________

5. to ask for something _________________________ _________________________

6. full of physical or mental energy _________________________ _________________________

7. only desiring specific things,  
such as kinds of food 

_________________________ _________________________

8. always telling one’s mind,  
regardless of consequence 

_________________________ _________________________

9. eye-catching, especially  
an outfit 

_________________________ _________________________

10. a desire to have or achieve 
more

_________________________ _________________________

Positive and Negative Connotations
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Positive and Negative Connotations
ANSWER KEY

confident

request

ambition

passion

outspoken

thrifty

active

particular

simple

stylish

arrogant

demand

greed

obsession

rude

stingy

rowdy

picky

boring

flashy

Answers may vary. Examples are given.


