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Read the sentences. Check the box next to the sentence with a 
neutral or positive connotation. Then tell how the meanings or tones 
of the sentences differ.

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Word connotations can significantly change a text’s meaning or tone.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning. 
Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be 
neutral, positive, or negative.

	 1.	     A stray dog has been spotted near the park.
		      A stray mutt has been spotted near the park.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	     The students submitted their requests to the principal.
		      The students submitted their demands to the principal.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	     Ariyah is absolutely fanatical about this band!
		      Ariyah is absolutely devoted to this band!

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Using Positive and Negative Connotations
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	 4.	     The Pachecos eagerly waited for their restaurant meals.
		      The Pachecos impatiently waited for their restaurant meals.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	     A mob gathered to buy the game console on release day.
		      A crowd gathered to buy the game console on release day.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	     My cousin’s personality can be pretty freaky sometimes.
		      My cousin’s personality can be pretty quirky sometimes.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	     Trinity and Bowen are selective about the media they consume.
		      Trinity and Bowen are fussy about the media they consume.

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Using Positive and Negative Connotations
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Using Positive and Negative Connotations

Read the sentences. Check the box next to the sentence with a 
neutral or positive connotation. Then tell how the meanings or tones 
of the sentences differ.

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Word connotations can significantly change a text’s meaning or tone.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning. 
Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be 
neutral, positive, or negative.

ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests only that there is a 

stray dog. The second sentence suggests the stray dog is scraggly or unclean, or 

that the speaker dislikes it.

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests Ariyah loses 

her sensibility when it comes to the band. The second sentence suggests 

Aniyah is passionate about and loyal to the band.

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests the students are polite 

and know their wants may be unfulfilled. The second sentence suggests the students 

are rude and expect their wants to be fulfilled.
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Using Positive and Negative Connotations
ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests the gathering was 

unruly or destructive. The second sentence suggests only that a large number of 

people gathered.

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests the cousin’s 

personality has unpleasant irregularities. The second sentence suggests the 

cousin’s personality has some fun or interesting irregularities.

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests that Trinity and 

Bowen pick media carefully and reasonably. The second sentence suggests 

Trinity and Bowen pick media for unimportant reasons.

Answers may vary. An example is: The first sentence suggests the Pachecos 

are happily or excitedly waiting. The second sentence suggests the Pachecos 

are unhappily or irately waiting.


