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Read each sentence. Underline the word that gives it a negative connotation. On the line, 
write a word with a similar denotation but more positive connotation.

Read each sentence. Underline the word that gives it a positive connotation. On the line, 
write a word with a similar denotation but more negative connotation.

more positive connotation

more negative connotation

1. “With so much happening around you, how can you 

be so lazy?” asked Tallulah.

_________________________

2. Math isn’t Yousef’s best subject, but he’s very conceited 

when it comes to his ELA skills.

_________________________

3. Nadia is part of a very exclusive clique. _________________________

4. Anthony’s boss just hired a dozen more underlings  

to grow the company.

_________________________

5. My schedule this week is crammed with lessons,  

activities, and other engagements.

_________________________

6. Lucian is a very adventurous person, always  

rushing headlong into the unknown.

_________________________

7. Despite searching for several minutes, we  

couldn’t find the source of the aroma.

_________________________

8. The novel’s reliable storyline had appeared in  

thousands of other works.

_________________________

9. A bobcat cautiously approached the camera we 

had set up the previous week.

_________________________

10. Aunt Sophia has a very unique way of folding 

clothes and organizing her closet.

_________________________
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ANSWER KEY

bizarre

repetitive

reckless

odor

fearfully

relaxed

filled

group

confident

employees

Answers may vary. Examples are given.

Answers may vary. Examples are given.


