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{Using Positive and Negative Conno’rq’rions}

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning.
Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be
neutral, positive, or negative.

Word connotations can significantly change a text’'s meaning or tone.

Read each scenario. Complete the statement by writing the word whose connotation
most appropriately matches the established information and tone.

1. Gianna always speaks up and advocates for doing things the way
she prefers, but she is considerate of other people’s feelings.

Gianna is . | /
assertive / pushy ) \\\m’,ﬁ?
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4. Jimena's cousins wear fashionable and attractive ouftfits, but they never look snobbish.

Jimena's cousins are

stylish / flashy

5. Ms. Zhao's dog responds to things in loud, often destructive ways. She is desperate for
an effective frainer to end this problematic behavior.

Ms. Zhao's dog is

excitable / over-reactive

6. The papers on Leon’s messy desk are in confusing, unorganized piles. Dozens of
knickknacks are mixed in. He really must clean it soon!

Leon’s desk is papers and objects.
covered in / cluttered with
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ANSWER KEY

{Using Positive and Negative Connoia’rions}

Denotation is the literal definition of a word.

Words with similar denotations often have different connotations. Connotations can be
neutral, positive, or negative.

Word connotations can significantly change a text’'s meaning or tone.

Connotation is the feeling or emotion that a word evokes in addition to its literal meaning.

Read each scenario. Complete the statement by writing the word whose connotation
most appropriately matches the established information and tone.

1. Gianna always speaks up and advocates for doing things the way
he prefers, b he is considerate of other people’s feeling
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