
Commas with Coordinating Conjunctions

1.   Dad  untied  the  rope  and  tossed  it  on  the  dock.

2.   Ian  had  to  stay  home  for  he  got  seasick  easily.

3.   We  tried  to  go  boating  last  week  but  the  weather  was  awful. 

4.   Should  we  stay  on  the  lake,  or  go  out  on  the  river? 

5.   This  old,  but  sturdy  boat  has  been  in  my  family  for  ages.

6.   I’ve  never  caught  a  fish  nor  do  I  want  to. 

7.   Do  you  know  where  the  life  vests,  and  flares  are? 

8.   Alize  is  a  great  swimmer,  yet  boats  still  make  her  nervous.

9.   The  speedboat  had  three  motors  or  maybe  it  was  four?

10. Kira  couldn’t  make  it,  so  we’ll  have  to  go  again  soon!
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Incorrect punctuation of coordinating conjunctions can be confusing 
for readers.

If a coordinating conjunction combines two or more independent clauses 
to create a compound sentence, put a comma in front of it. 
(Note: independent clauses are complete sentences.)

If a coordinating conjunction only combines single words or phrases, 
do not put a comma in front of it.

examples:  Will someone help me, or am I on my own?
   Jack or Mya will assist you in a moment.

Circle the coordinating conjunction. Add any missing commas. 
Cross out any incorrect commas. If the sentence is correct, check the box.

Correct
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3.   We  tried  to  go  boating  last  week,  but  the  weather  was  awful. 
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5.   This  old,  but  sturdy  boat  has  been  in  my  family  for  ages.
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