
Name:  _________________________________ Commonly Confused Words

Principal and Principle

The words principal and principle sound similar, but they have 
different meanings.

A principal is the person in an organization with the highest authority.
Principal also means first, primary, or most important.  

examples:  Mrs. Newman is our school principal.  
The principal dancer in the ballet had a flawless performance.

A principle is a fundamental truth by which a person lives or by which 
a group is governed. 

Examples: One principle Mr. Lewis lives by is always being honest. 
Mrs. Van Dyke doesn't waste any food on principle.  

  Write the word principal or principle in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  Our school ______________________ welcomed parents to the fall open house.  

     2.  Mr. Isaacson lives by a ______________________ of hard work and dedication.  

     3.   The _____________________ ingredients for a plant to grow are sunlight and water. 

     4.  Dina has been the ______________________ dancer for her troupe for three years.   

     5.   A ______________________ we live by in our family is to never give up on each other.

     6.  Paul's dad taught him to be a man of ______________________.  

     7.   Abigail is the _____________________ flutist in the local orchestra.  

     8.   Richard Paterson was the ______________________ lawyer in his firm.  

     9.   “Being slow to get angry is a wise ______________________,” Mom reminded Tara.   

    10. The ______________________ ingredients in the recipe are flour, sugar, and oil. 
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ANSWER KEY

Principal and Principle

The words principal and principle sound similar, but they have 
different meanings.

A principal is the person in an organization with the highest authority.
Principal also means first, primary, or most important.  

examples:  Mrs. Newman is our school principal.  
The principal dancer in the ballet had a flawless performance.

A principle is a fundamental truth by which a person lives or by which 
a group is governed. 

Examples: One principle Mr. Lewis lives by is always being honest. 
Mrs. Van Dyke doesn't waste any food on principle.  

  Write the word principal or principle in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  Our school principal welcomed parents to the fall open house.  

     2.  Mr. Isaacson lives by a principle of hard work and dedication.  

     3.   The principal ingredients for a plant to grow are sunlight and water. 

     4.  Dina has been the principal dancer for her troupe for three years.   

     5.   A principle we live by in our family is to never give up on each other.  

     6.  Paul's dad taught him to be a man of principle.  

     7.   Abigail is the principal flutist in the local orchestra.  

     8.   Richard Paterson was the principal lawyer in his firm.  

    9.   “Being slow to get angry is a wise principle,” Mom reminded Tara.

  10. The principal ingredients in the recipe are flour, sugar, and oil. 
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