
Name:  _________________________________ Commonly Confused Words

Loose and Lose

The words loose  and lose are often confused, but they mean different things.

Loose is the opposite of tight. 

examples:  If your pants are too loose, they might fall down.

There is a loose screw on my lawn mower.

Lose means to be unable to find something or unable to keep something. It is
also the opposite of win.

examples: Bobby holds onto to his teddy bear tightly so he does not lose it.

The children will be disappointed if they lose the soccer game.

     Write the word loose or lose in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  If you walk away, you might ________________ your place in line.

     2.  Your dog’s collar shouldn’t be too _______________________ or too tight.

     3.  “I need a smaller size because these shorts are _________________ and baggy,” 
complained Payton.

     4.  “Keep all your assignments in your notebook so you don’t ______________ any of your 
work,” advised Mrs. McGee.

     5.  Tamara watched the horses run _____________________ in the pasture.

     6.  “Win or  _______________, being a good sport is the most important thing,” said
Coach Brown.

     7.   Watch the clock so that you don’t  _________________ track of time.

     8.   The wheel fell off of the wagon because the bolts were _______________________.

     9.  Please carefully shut the cage door so that the hamster doesn’t get __________________.

    10.  I taped a big blue flower on the end of my pencil because I didn’t want to  
_______________ it.
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ANSWER KEY

Loose and Lose

The words loose  and lose are often confused, but they mean different things.

Loose is the opposite of tight. 

examples:  If your pants are too loose, they might fall down.

There is a loose screw on my lawn mower.

Lose means to be unable to find something or unable to keep something. It is
also the opposite of win.

examples: Bobby holds onto to his teddy bear tightly so he does not lose it.

The children will be disappointed if they lose the soccer game.

     Write the word loose or lose in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  If you walk away, you might lose your place in line.

     2.  Your dog’s collar shouldn’t be too loose or too tight.

     3.  “I need a smaller size because these shorts are loose and baggy,” complained Payton.

     4.  “Keep all your assignments in your notebook so you don’t lose any of your work,”
 advised Mrs. McGee.

     5.  Tamara watched the horses run loose in the pasture.

     6.  “Win or lose, being a good sport is the most important thing,” said
Coach Brown.

     7.   Watch the clock so that you don’t lose track of time.

     8.   The wheel fell off of the wagon because the bolts were loose.

     9.  Please carefully shut the cage door so that the hamster doesn’t get loose.

    10.  I taped a big blue flower on the end of my pencil because I didn’t want to lose it.
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