
Name:  _________________________________ Commonly Confused Words

Affect and Effect

The words affect and effect may sound like similar words, 
but they have different meanings.  

The word affect means to influence or have an impact on something.  

examples:  The amount of sugar you eat will affect your health.
The number of hours you sleep every night will affect your health.    

The word effect refers to the result or consequence of something that happens.  

examples: An effect of eating too much sugar is tooth decay.   

Becoming run down or sick is an effect of not getting enough sleep.  

     Write the word affect or effect in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  A large body of water will ______________________ the weather patterns on nearby land. 

     2.  One ______________________ of living next to a lake is greater amounts of snowfall.  

     3.   The rescheduling of band practice might ______________________ Kayleigh's study time. 

     4.  What's the ______________________ of giving the plant more water? 

     5.  Wearing glasses had a huge ______________________ on Monica's ability to see clearly.    

     6.    Using flashcards to study might ______________________ my grades in a positive way. 

     7.  The heavy rain might _____________________ our drive home.   

     8.   A side ______________________ of the medicine is drowsiness. 

     9.  Will the new law ______________________ small businesses? 

    10.   My missing the bus will negatively ______________________ my arrival time.   
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ANSWER KEY

Affect and Effect

The words affect and effect may sound like similar words, 
but they have different meanings.  

The word affect means to influence or have an impact on something.  

examples:  The amount of sugar you eat will affect your health.
The number of hours you sleep every night will affect your health.    

The word effect refers to the result or consequence of something that happens.  

examples: An effect of eating too much sugar is tooth decay.   

Becoming run down or sick is an effect of not getting enough sleep.  

     Write the word affect or effect in each blank to correctly complete the sentence.

     1.  A large body of water will affect the weather patterns on nearby land. 

     2.  One effect of living next to a lake is greater amounts of snowfall.  

     3.   The rescheduling of band practice might affect Kayleigh's study time. 

     4.  What's the effect of giving the plant more water? 

     5.  Wearing glasses had a huge effect on Monica's ability to see clearly.    

     6.    Using flashcards to study might affect my grades in a positive way. 

     7.  The heavy rain might affect our drive home.   

     8.   A side effect of the medicine is drowsiness. 

     9.  Will the new law affect small businesses?  

   10.   My missing the bus will negatively affect my arrival time.   
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