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Essay Prompt: Consider the actions and decisions that 
Atticus makes throughout the novel, including before, 
during, and after Tom Robinson’s trial. What do they 
reveal about his personal values? How? What theme 
about morality and integrity does Lee communicate 
through these characterizations of Atticus? Be sure  
to clearly explain Atticus’s values using evidence from 
no fewer than three moments throughout the text. 
Use this planning page to organize your thoughts.

Moment 1: Identify the values, method of reveal, and connection to themes.

Analysis:
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Introduction: Make general claims about Atticus’s values and themes of morality 
and integrity. Provide a quick outline of the moments you will analyze.
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Moment 2: Identify the values, method of reveal, and connection to themes.

Analysis:
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Moment 3: Identify the values, method of reveal, and connection to themes.

Analysis:
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Conclusion: Provide a quick summary of your moments and the methods of  
characterization. Clearly state Atticus’s values and the themes they communicate.
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