Use with the book:
. To Kill a Mockingbird
Name: by Harper Lee

—(To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 28—31}

Complete the table by explaining how each context clue hints at the identity of Scout
and Jem’s rescuer. Explain what the quotes imply about the man and how it relates to his
prior characterization in the novel.

Context Clue Explanation

“The man who brought Jem in was
leaning against the wall. He was some
counfryman I did not know.”

Preview

Please log in to download
the printable version of this worksheet.

“His cheeks were thin to hollowness;

his mouth was wide; there were shallow,
almost delicate indentations at his
temples, and his gray eyes were so
colorless I thought he was blind. His hair
was dead and thin, almost feathery on
top of his head.”

“When I pointed to him his palms slipped
slightly, leaving greasy sweat streaks on
the wall, and he hooked his thumbs in
his belt. A strange small spasm shook
him, as if he heard fingernails scrape
slate, but as I gazed at him in wonder
the tension slowly drained from his face.
His lips parted into a timid smile...”
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Complete the table by explaining how each context clue hints at the identity of Scout
and Jem’s rescuer. Explain what the quotes imply about the man and how it relates to his

prior characterization in the novel.

Context Clue

Explanation

“The man who brought Jem in was
leaning against the wall. He was some
countryman I did not know.”

Answers may vary but should indicate
that Scout is familiar with most people
in Maycomb yet has never seen the
mysterious Boo Radley before.

Preview

Please log in to download

the printable version of this worksheet.

“His cheeks were thin to hollowness;

his mouth was wide; there were shallow,
almost delicate indentations at his
temples, and his gray eyes were so
colorless I thought he was blind. His hair
was dead and thin, almost feathery on
top of his head.”

Answers may vary but should indicate
that Boo Radley’s years of confinement
have contributed to his frail, otherworidly,
and almost ghostlike appearance.

“When I pointed to him his palms slipped
slightly, leaving greasy sweat streaks on
the wall, and he hooked his thumbs in
his belt. A strange small spasm shook
him, as if he heard fingernails scrape
slate, but as I gazed at him in wonder
the tension slowly drained from his face.
His lips parted into a timid smile...”

Answers may vary but should indicate

the described reaction suggests fear and
anxiety about human interaction, in line
with Boo Radley’s years of social isolation.
However, his timid smile also suggests
kindness, such as shown by the gifts he
left the children.
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