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To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 9–11

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

In chapter 9, readers learn that Aunt Alexandra and Atticus view many issues differently. 
Imagine they are having a discussion. Use what is revealed through their own words and 
actions, as well as what is revealed about them through other characters, to summarize 
each person’s point of view.

Atticus’s Perspective Aunt Alexandra’s Perspective

I think boys and girls should be raised 
differently. Girls should be “ladylike” and 
play with tea sets. They should wear pearls 
and dresses, not overalls. They should be 
little rays of sunshine: quiet, helpful, and 
calm. 

It is important that children have the 
freedom to be creative and inquisitive. 
My kids know they can come to me and 
ask me anything. I want them to think for 
themselves and be educated and  
free-spirited. 

 

People deserve equal respect no 
matter their religion, race, or skin 
color. Tom Robinson deserves fair legal 
representation. I do not care what people 
think of me; I want to follow my values 
and do what is right. 

 

Children must be exposed only to people 
who come from equally respectable 
families. I would never allow my grandson 
to hang around someone like Dill Harris, 
who is essentially homeless. It is shameful 
to allow Jem and Scout to play with 
someone so far beneath our station.
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To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 9–11

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

In chapter 9, readers learn that Aunt Alexandra and Atticus view many issues differently. 
Imagine they are having a discussion. Use what is revealed through their own words and 
actions, as well as what is revealed about them through other characters, to summarize 
each person’s point of view.

Atticus’s Perspective Aunt Alexandra’s Perspective

An example is: Girls and boys should 
be raised similarly and exposed to the 
same experiences. For this reason, I allow 
Scout to spend time with Jem and Dill 
playing outside. This is also why I gifted 
Jem and Scout each their own air rifle for 
Christmas.

I think boys and girls should be raised 
differently. Girls should be “ladylike” and 
play with tea sets. They should wear pearls 
and dresses, not overalls. They should be 
little rays of sunshine: quiet, helpful, and 
calm. 

It is important that children have the 
freedom to be creative and inquisitive. 
My kids know they can come to me and 
ask me anything. I want them to think for 
themselves and be educated and  
free-spirited. 

An example is: Children need to have 
strict boundaries. They should learn 
practical skills, such as cooking and 
cleaning. It is important that they obey 
authority at all times. Atticus allows his 
children to run wild, and it is shameful.

People deserve equal respect no 
matter their religion, race, or skin 
color. Tom Robinson deserves fair legal 
representation. I do not care what people 
think of me; I want to follow my values 
and do what is right. 

An example is: White people are superior 
to people of color. It is fair to assume that 
Tom Robinson is guilty. Atticus should 
not be getting involved with him and 
embarrassing our family publicly to the 
whole town.

An example is: My children are free to be 
friends with anyone, as long as they are 
respectful. Teaching my children kindness 
is the most important thing. I would never 
want them to look down on someone for 
things they cannot control. Dill Harris is a 
good person, and that is all that matters.

Children must be exposed only to people 
who come from equally respectable 
families. I would never allow my grandson 
to hang around someone like Dill Harris, 
who is essentially homeless. It is shameful 
to allow Jem and Scout to play with 
someone so far beneath our station.
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