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1.	 Read the following excerpt from the  
	 beginning of chapter 7.

	

	 What is the figurative meaning of Atticus’s advice?

		  a. Atticus is explaining exactly what makes Jem feel upset so that Scout better  
			   understands why his behavior has changed.
		  b. Atticus is saying that it is important to walk around in someone’s clothing as a way  
			   to better understand their personal style.
		  c. Atticus is giving an example of what to do in order win the favor of others.
		  d. Atticus is advising that it is important to try to show compassion to others by  
			   viewing situations from their perspective.

2.	 At the beginning of chapter 7, Jem reveals that when he went to retrieve his pants in  
	 the middle of the night, they were folded and sewn in a strange way. Use evidence from  
	 the text to make a detailed prediction about the reason behind this. How does it fit  
	 with what we know in the story so far?

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

“Jem stayed moody and silent for a week.  
As Atticus had once advised me to do, 
I tried to climb into Jem’s skin and walk 
around in it: if I had gone alone to the  
Radley Place at two in the morning,  
my funeral would have been held the  
next afternoon. So I left Jem alone and  
tried not to bother him.”
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3.	 What role do the soap carvings play in shaping Jem and Scout’s suspicions about  
	 the knot-hole?

		  a. The soap carvings are expertly made, helping to confirm their suspicion that  
			   someone is storing their valuable items in the knot-hole.

		  b. The soap carvings resemble Jem and Scout, helping to confirm their suspicion that  
			   someone is watching them.

		  c. The soap carvings look like dolls used in hoodoo, leading them to believe that  
			   someone has negative intentions to target children.

		  d. The soap carvings share only superficial similarities with Jem and Scout, so they are  
			   skeptical and think the resemblance is coincidental.

4.	 In chapter 7, Jem is conflicted about whether or not to tell Atticus about the items in the  
	 tree. What type of conflict is Jem experiencing? Why is he conflicted? What does this  
	 conflict reveal about Jem’s character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 What is the most likely reason that Mr. Nathan Radley filled the tree’s knot-hole with  
	 cement?

		  a. He recognized that the tree was dying.

		  b. He wanted to punish the children for taking his personal belongings.

		  c. He was trying to prevent the exchange of gifts using the knot-hole.

		  d. He didn’t. It was likely someone else in the community who did it as a hateful act  
			   toward the Radley Family.
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Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8
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6.	 Why does Scout “nearly [die] of fright” at the beginning of chapter 8?

		  a. She is unaccustomed to snowfall and thinks the world is ending.

		  b. The weather alarms Atticus, which scares Scout because he is normally unshakeable.

		  c. The Maycomb community angrily blames the weather on the kids.

		  d. She thinks Atticus is about to learn that Jem snuck onto the Radley property and  
			   is worried how he will react.

7.	 From Scout’s perspective, which quote best describes Mr. Avery’s attitude toward  
	 children?

		  a. “He had a pink face and a big stomach below his belt.”

		  b. “I did not wonder where Mr. Avery gathered his meteorological statistics:  
			   they came straight from the Rosetta Stone.”

		  c. “When we were on the sidewalk in front of Miss Maudie’s, Mr. Avery accosted us.”

		  d. “I wondered if Mr. Avery knew how hopefully we had watched last summer for him  
			   to repeat his performance…”

8.	 Atticus makes the following statements in chapter 8 in response to the snowman that  
	 Jem and Scout build.

	

	 What do the statements reveal about Atticus and the snowman?

		  a. Atticus fears that the snowman, which was made from muddy snow, will offend  
			   the neighbors due to its dirty appearance.
		  b. Atticus is amused by the snowman’s close resemblance to Mr. Avery, but he wants  
			   them to change it before Mr. Avery is offended.
		  c. Atticus is impressed that the children were able to withstand the cold long enough  
			   to build such a detailed snowman.
		  d. Atticus feels that the snowman is so expertly crafted that it demonstrates Jem’s  
			   intelligence and capability for future success.
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To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

“Son, I can’t tell what you’re going to be—an engineer, a lawyer, or a portrait painter. 
You’ve perpetrated a near libel here in the front yard. We’ve got to disguise this fellow…”

“I don’t care what you do, so long as you do something,” said Atticus. “You can’t go 
around making caricatures of the neighbors.”
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	9.	 After the house fire at Miss Maudie’s, Scout discovers she has a blanket around her  
		  that does not belong to her. Atticus states:

		  Based on Atticus’s comment, who does he suspect draped the blanket over Scout while  
		  she was busy focusing on the fire?

			   a. Nathan Radley

			   b. Calpurnia

			   c. Jem

			   d. Boo Radley

	10.	 Circle the adjective that best describes Miss Maudie in the aftermath of her house  
		  burning down. Then explain your choice using at least one quote from the text.

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

“Looks like all of Maycomb was out tonight, in one way or another.”

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

devastated resilient furious stoic bewildered
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Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

1.	 Read the following excerpt from the  
	 beginning of chapter 7.

	

	 What is the figurative meaning of Atticus’s advice?

		  a. Atticus is explaining exactly what makes Jem feel upset so that Scout better  
			   understands why his behavior has changed.
		  b. Atticus is saying that it is important to walk around in someone’s clothing as a way  
			   to better understand their personal style.
		  c. Atticus is giving an example of what to do in order win the favor of others.
		  d. Atticus is advising that it is important to try to show compassion to others by  
			   viewing situations from their perspective.

2.	 At the beginning of chapter 7, Jem reveals that when he went to retrieve his pants in  
	 the middle of the night, they were folded and sewn in a strange way. Use evidence from  
	 the text to make a detailed prediction about the reason behind this. How does it fit  
	 with what we know in the story so far?

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

“Jem stayed moody and silent for a week.  
As Atticus had once advised me to do, 
I tried to climb into Jem’s skin and walk 
around in it: if I had gone alone to the  
Radley Place at two in the morning,  
my funeral would have been held the  
next afternoon. So I left Jem alone and  
tried not to bother him.”

ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. An example is: The state of the pants shows that someone was 

aware of Jem’s mischief on that night and watched him run away and rip his pants. It 

suggests that one of the Radleys “knew [Jem was] comin’ back for ’em” and wanted 

to do something positive by mending and folding them. It seems likely this incident, 

the gum left in the tree, and the laughter Scout overheard are connected. Someone 

is watching and fond of the children’s antics.



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee)
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3.	 What role do the soap carvings play in shaping Jem and Scout’s suspicions about  
	 the knot-hole?

		  a. The soap carvings are expertly made, helping to confirm their suspicion that  
			   someone is storing their valuable items in the knot-hole.

		  b. The soap carvings resemble Jem and Scout, helping to confirm their suspicion that  
			   someone is watching them.

		  c. The soap carvings look like dolls used in hoodoo, leading them to believe that  
			   someone has negative intentions to target children.

		  d. The soap carvings share only superficial similarities with Jem and Scout, so they are  
			   skeptical and think the resemblance is coincidental.

4.	 In chapter 7, Jem is conflicted about whether or not to tell Atticus about the items in the  
	 tree. What type of conflict is Jem experiencing? Why is he conflicted? What does this  
	 conflict reveal about Jem’s character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 What is the most likely reason that Mr. Nathan Radley filled the tree’s knot-hole with  
	 cement?

		  a. He recognized that the tree was dying.

		  b. He wanted to punish the children for taking his personal belongings.

		  c. He was trying to prevent the exchange of gifts using the knot-hole.
		  d. He didn’t. It was likely someone else in the community who did it as a hateful act  
			   toward the Radley Family.

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. An example is: Jem is experiencing an internal conflict (“man vs. self”) 

about whether or not he should be honest with Atticus. The reason that Jem is conflicted 

is because he is likely afraid that Atticus, who had already warned the kids to stay away 

from the Radley Place, may be upset with them for taking things from a tree on that  

property. However, Jem is still curious enough about the gifts. Ultimately, this motivates 

Jem not to tell Atticus and to instead go against his core values to experiment with the 

gifts. This shows that he values adventure and excitement over practicality and honesty.
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Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  
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6.	 Why does Scout “nearly [die] of fright” at the beginning of chapter 8?

		  a. She is unaccustomed to snowfall and thinks the world is ending.

		  b. The weather alarms Atticus, which scares Scout because he is normally unshakeable.

		  c. The Maycomb community angrily blames the weather on the kids.

		  d. She thinks Atticus is about to learn that Jem snuck onto the Radley property and  
			   is worried how he will react.

7.	 From Scout’s perspective, which quote best describes Mr. Avery’s attitude toward  
	 children?

		  a. “He had a pink face and a big stomach below his belt.”

		  b. “I did not wonder where Mr. Avery gathered his meteorological statistics:  
			   they came straight from the Rosetta Stone.”

		  c. “When we were on the sidewalk in front of Miss Maudie’s, Mr. Avery accosted us.”
		  d. “I wondered if Mr. Avery knew how hopefully we had watched last summer for him  
			   to repeat his performance…”

8.	 Atticus makes the following statements in chapter 8 in response to the snowman that  
	 Jem and Scout build.

	

	 What do the statements reveal about Atticus and the snowman?

		  a. Atticus fears that the snowman, which was made from muddy snow, will offend  
			   the neighbors due to its dirty appearance.
		  b. Atticus is amused by the snowman’s close resemblance to Mr. Avery, but he wants  
			   them to change it before Mr. Avery is offended.
		  c. Atticus is impressed that the children were able to withstand the cold long enough  
			   to build such a detailed snowman.
		  d. Atticus feels that the snowman is so expertly crafted that it demonstrates Jem’s  
			   intelligence and capability for future success.

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

“Son, I can’t tell what you’re going to be—an engineer, a lawyer, or a portrait painter. 
You’ve perpetrated a near libel here in the front yard. We’ve got to disguise this fellow…”

“I don’t care what you do, so long as you do something,” said Atticus. “You can’t go 
around making caricatures of the neighbors.”

ANSWER KEY
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	9.	 After the house fire at Miss Maudie’s, Scout discovers she has a blanket around her  
		  that does not belong to her. Atticus states:

		  Based on Atticus’s comment, who does he suspect draped the blanket over Scout while  
		  she was busy focusing on the fire?

			   a. Nathan Radley

			   b. Calpurnia

			   c. Jem

			   d. Boo Radley

	10.	 Circle the adjective that best describes Miss Maudie in the aftermath of her house  
		  burning down. Then explain your choice using at least one quote from the text.

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________________________

“Looks like all of Maycomb was out tonight, in one way or another.”

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 7–8

devastated resilient furious stoic bewildered

ANSWER KEY

Explanations will vary. Examples of relevant quotes include Miss Maudie saying 

that she “always wanted a smaller house” and that she “hated that old cow barn,” 

telling the children “don’t you worry about me,” taking a “lively and cordial  

interest” in the kids’ affairs, and working in her yard until her palms were “brown 

with dirt and dried blood.”


