Use with the book:
. To Kill a Mockingbird
Name: by Harper Lee

—(To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapters 4-6

1. Read the following excerpt from the beginning
of chapterH4.

“I could only look around me: Atticus and my
uncle, who went to school at home, knew
everything—at least, what one didn’'t know the
other did. Furthermore, I couldn’t help noticing
that my father had served for years in the state
legislature, elected each time without opposition,
innocent of the adjustments my teachers thought
essential to the development of Good Citizenship.” i T
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»at what she is learning at school is unimportant because her father
is a successful man, and he was home-schooled.

d. Scout dislikes school, but Atticus feels it is important that she attends.

2. In chapter 4, what is implied about the placement of the gum, and later the coins,
in the Radley tree? Why is Jem suspicious of the items being found there?
Use at least one piece of evidence from the text to support your answer.
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3. What does the children’s casual use of racial slurs imply about the attitude toward
people of color in Maycomb County and, more broadly, in the Southern United States
in the 1930s7?

a. Racism is so acceptable in Maycomb County that even when children are not

hateful themselves, they repeat the hateful words of adults without realizing
their impact.

b. The children have a deep hatred toward and sense of superiority over people
of color, so they use racial slurs to harass them into leaving town.

c. Slavery was still leaal in the Southern United States durina this fime, makina the
mistreatment of people of color commonplace.
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c. Jens Brnoyed that Scout volunteered to go first.

d. Jem wanted to impress Dill with his strength.

5. What can you infer is the reason that Jem, Scout, and Dill roleplay as members of the
Radley family in chapter 4?

a. The children know people make fun of the Radleys, so they want to perform
their roleplay as a form of public entertainment to win the town's favor.

b. The children are hoping to hurt the Radleys’ feelings enough to force the family
out of town.

c. The children think that their roleplay will entertain their peers when they come
back to school, earning them instant popularity.

d. The children are bored in the summer, looking for something to do, and the rumors
about the Radley Family are exciting to them.
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6. At the end of chapter 4, Scout admits that, on the day she rolled onto the Radleys’ lawn,
“[she] had heard another sound, so low [she] could not have heard it from the sidewalk.
Someone inside the house was laughing.” Make a prediction about who was laughing
and why. Explain your prediction.
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c. The Radley family secretly killed Boo and attempted to hide it by intentionally
STArting The rumor That ne never left The house.

d. Boo Radley’s confinement actually had nothing to do with his family, and he
has always stayed inside entirely by his own choice.

8. What can you conclude is the most likely reason that Scout agrees to help Dill and
Jem pass a note to Boo Radley in chapter 5, despite her fears?

a. Scout wants to show Dill and Jem that she’s braver than them, but she can only
do that if she delivers the note herself.

b. Scout is so curious about Boo Radley that she ignores her fears.

c. Dill and Jem threaten to tell Calpurnia that Scout stole gum from the tree
on the Radley Property if she does not assist.

d. Scout is jealous that Dill and Jem are hanging out without her, so she is happy
tfo be included, even when it makes her nervous.
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9. Using evidence from chapter 5, explain Atticus’s feelings about the children’s behavior
toward Boo Radley. What does this tell readers about what Atticus values?
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a. It > ¥ ossing fo hang out with girls, so they never play together.
b. Girls and women are highly valued and respected.
c. Girls are looked down upon and seen as lesser playmates.

d. They think girls are weak and must be protected.
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11. Complete the graphic organizer to explain the characters’ differing perspectives on
whether or not Jem should retrieve his pants from the Radley property.

Jem’s Perspective

Evidence

Cite the page
number.
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1. Read the following excerpt from the beginning
of chapterH4.

“I could only look around me: Atticus and my
uncle, who went to school at home, knew
everything—at least, what one didn’t know the
other did. Furthermore, I couldn’t help noticing
that my father had served for years in the state
legislature, elected each time without opposition,
innocent of the adjustments my teachers thought
essential fo the development of Good Citizenship.”
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d. Scout dislikes school, but Atticus feels it is important that she attends.

2. In chapter 4, what is implied about the placement of the gum, and later the coins,
in the Radley tree? Why is Jem suspicious of the items being found there?
Use at least one piece of evidence from the text to support your answer.

Answers will vary. An example is: The placement of the gum and coins implies they

were put in the knothole intentionally. The gum was “just above [Scout’s] eye level”

on a path she often walks. However, Jem is suspicious because he thinks the items

are “real valuable to somebody” and doubts someone would forget them or leave

them where anyone could find them. Scout notices Jem “stared for a long time at the

Radley Place,” implying he suspects the items might be from the Radleys or at least

that the Radleys are involved in some way.
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3. What does the children’s casual use of racial slurs imply about the attitude toward
people of color in Maycomb County and, more broadly, in the Southern United States

in the 1930s?

a. Racism is so acceptable in Maycomb County that even when children are not
hateful themselves, they repeat the hateful words of adults without realizing
their impact.

b. The children have a deep hatred toward and sense of superiority over people
of color, so they use racial slurs to harass them into leaving town.

c. Slavery was still leaal in the Southern United States durina this time, makina the
mistreatment of people of color commonplace.
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c. Jer® BPnoyed that Scout volunteered to go first.

d. Jem wanted to impress Dill with his strength.

5. What can you infer is the reason that Jem, Scout, and Dill roleplay as members of the
Radley family in chapter 4?

a. The children know people make fun of the Radleys, so they want to perform
their roleplay as a form of public entertainment to win the town's favor.

b. The children are hoping to hurt the Radleys’ feelings enough to force the family
out of town.

c. The children think that their roleplay will entertain their peers when they come
back to school, earning them instant popularity.

d. The children are bored in the summer, looking for something to do, and the rumors
about the Radley Family are exciting to them.
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6. At the end of chapter4, Scout admits that, on the day she rolled onto the Radleys’ lawn,
“[she] had heard another sound, so low [she] could not have heard it from the sidewalk.
Someone inside the house was laughing.” Make a prediction about who was laughing
and why. Explain your prediction.

Answers will vary. An example is: It was likely one of the Radleys laughing at the

children. Based on where the laughter was coming from and Jem’s suspicions about

the items in the tree, it’s likely at least one Radley family member is paying attention

to the children, is aware of their curiosity, and may even be entertained by them.
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c. The Radley family secretly killed Boo and attempted to hide it by intentionally
STArting The rumor 1hat ne never left The house.

d. Boo Radley’s confinement actually had nothing to do with his family, and he
has always stayed inside entirely by his own choice.

8. What can you conclude is the most likely reason that Scout agrees to help Dill and
Jem pass a note to Boo Radley in chapter 5, despite her fears?

a. Scout wants to show Dill and Jem that she's braver than them, but she can only
do that if she delivers the note herself.

b. Scout is so curious about Boo Radley that she ignores her fears.

c. Dill and Jem threaten to tell Calpurnia that Scout stole gum from the tree
on the Radley Property if she does not assist.

d. Scout is jealous that Dill and Jem are hanging out without her, so she is happy
to be included, even when it makes her nervous.
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9. Using evidence from chapter 5, explain Atticus's feelings about the children’s behavior
toward Boo Radley. What does this tell readers about what Atticus values?

Answers will vary. An example is: Atticus is disappointed and upset that the children

are “tormenting” Boo with their “asinine” games. He tells them he doesn’t want them

to “make fun of anybody on this street or in this town.” This shows Atticus values

showing respect for others and their privacy. He treats people with dignity and wants

his kids to do the same.
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a. It > ¥ ossing fo hang out with girls, so they never play together.

b. Girls and women are highly valued and respected.

( c. Girls are looked down upon and seen as lesser playma’res.)

d. They think girls are weak and must be protected.
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11. Complete the graphic organizer to explain the characters’ differing perspectives on
whether or not Jem should retrieve his pants from the Radley property.

Jem’s Perspective

Evidence

Cite the page
number.

Answers will vary. Answers will vary.
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