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1.	 Explain the meaning of the following quote  
	 from chapter 24 as it relates to Scout’s  
	 upbringing. What conflicts are revealed?

 

	 ____________________________________________ 

	 ______________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________ 

	 _______________________________________________________ 

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What do Miss Stephanie’s questions reveal about the women at the tea party?
		  a. They think Scout is funny and on her way to becoming a lady.
		  b. Most of them take pity on Scout because her mother died when she was younger.
		  c. They dislike Aunt Alexandra and make fun of Scout because of it.
		  d. Most of them negatively judge how Atticus is raising Scout.

3.	 Explain the irony of Mrs. Merriweather suggesting that the Robinson Family is in need  
	 of forgiveness.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

“Ladies in bunches always filled me 
with vague apprehension and a 
firm desire to be elsewhere, but this 
feeling was what Aunt Alexandra 
called being spoiled.”
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4.	 What does Miss Maudie mean when she makes the following comment?

		  a. She is implying that it is rude to speak while eating.
		  b. She is scolding Mrs. Merriweather for criticizing Atticus despite eating his food  
			   at a party hosted in his home.
		  c. She is forcing Mrs. Merriweather to admit that the food prepared by Calpurnia,  
			   a black woman, is delicious.
		  d. She is subtly criticizing the women for refusing to eat with Calpurnia.

5.	 Who are the “people up there” that Mrs. Merriweather talks about? Why does she  
	 call them hypocrites in regards to racial prejudice?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 What do you think Atticus meant by this explanation for Tom’s escape attempt?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 Which statement best describes Maycomb’s reaction to Tom Robinson’s death?
		  a. The town is shocked, prompting them to question their prejudices.
		  b. The town views Tom’s death as tragic but unavoidable because of his guilt.
		  c. The town uses Tom’s death to reinforce racist stereotypes and justify its beliefs.
		  d. The town condemns Atticus Finch for giving Tom false hope.

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

“His food doesn’t stick going down, does it?”

“I guess Tom was tired of white men’s chances and preferred to take his own.”
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8.	 What do the following comments expressed by Mr. Underwood mean?  
	 What literary device does he use to make his point?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 In chapter 26, Scout describes the Current Events project in her class. What does it help  
	 reveal about the impact of class differences on the learning experiences of students in  
	 Maycomb County, especially in relation to their literacy development?
			   a. Adults in Maycomb who can’t read and don’t know current events are not looked  
				    down upon, therefore literacy development is considered unimportant.
			   b. All students receive the same education to ensure that class differences do not  
				    impact students’ learning experiences.
			   c. Students mostly learn at school and do not take on the same attitude of their  
				    parents and family members.
		  	 d. Rural children do not have the same literacy resources as town children,  
				    placing them further behind and reinforcing class divisions.

	10.	 Infer why Jem becomes angry when Scout mentions Tom Robinson’s trial in chapter 26.
			   a. Since Jem is socializing more with other teenagers in town, he is becoming  
				    more discriminatory.
			   b. Jem is traumatized by the negative treatment and bullying from his classmates  
				    after returning to school the September after the trial.
			   c. Jem and Scout are growing apart because of Aunt Alexandra’s influence, so  
				    Jem no longer feels as though he can talk with her about his feelings.
			   d. Jem is struggling because he is mature enough to recognize the trial’s injustice,  
				    yet he is too young to understand how people he otherwise loves and respects  
				    could behave so prejudicially.

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
To Kill a Mockingbird  

by Harper Lee

“Tom’s death [was like] the senseless slaughter of songbirds by hunters and 
children… In the secret courts of men’s hearts Atticus had no case. Tom was 
a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed.”
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	11.	 Based on context clues in chapter 27, what is the most likely reason that Bob Ewell  
		  is harassing people connected to Tom Robinson’s trial?
			   a. He is resentful that he was unexpectedly accused and put on trial.
			   b. He is upset that Atticus convinced everyone of Tom’s innocence.
			   c. He is upset and embarrassed that the trial exposed him as a neglectful and  
				    abusive father whom nobody takes seriously.
			   d. He is angry because he feels Tom escaped justice since Tom was shot while  
				    fleeing prison rather than formally executed.

	11.	 Who is Mr. Link Deas? How and why does he protect Helen Robinson?  
		  What does this suggest about him?

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________
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1.	 Explain the meaning of the following quote  
	 from chapter 24 as it relates to Scout’s  
	 upbringing. What conflicts are revealed?

 

	 ____________________________________________ 

	 ______________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________ 

	 _______________________________________________________ 

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What do Miss Stephanie’s questions reveal about the women at the tea party?
		  a. They think Scout is funny and on her way to becoming a lady.
		  b. Most of them take pity on Scout because her mother died when she was younger.
		  c. They dislike Aunt Alexandra and make fun of Scout because of it.
		  d. Most of them negatively judge how Atticus is raising Scout.

3.	 Explain the irony of Mrs. Merriweather suggesting that the Robinson Family is in need  
	 of forgiveness.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

“Ladies in bunches always filled me 
with vague apprehension and a 
firm desire to be elsewhere, but this 
feeling was what Aunt Alexandra 
called being spoiled.”
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ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is:  

This quote shows Scout’s discomfort being  

at Aunt Alexandra’s tea party. Atticus’s lenient  

and unconventional parenting style means Scout  

has not been socialized around women and instead has more masculine traits because 

she mostly plays with her brother and Dill. This creates a conflict because Aunt Alexandra 

disapproves of Atticus’s parenting and wants Scout to be more ladylike.

Answers will vary but must acknowledge that all evidence in the trial indicated 

Tom Robinson was innocent.
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4.	 What does Miss Maudie mean when she makes the following comment?

		  a. She is implying that it is rude to speak while eating.
		  b. She is scolding Mrs. Merriweather for criticizing Atticus despite eating his food  
			   at a party hosted in his home.
		  c. She is forcing Mrs. Merriweather to admit that the food prepared by Calpurnia,  
			   a black woman, is delicious.
		  d. She is subtly criticizing the women for refusing to eat with Calpurnia.

5.	 Who are the “people up there” that Mrs. Merriweather talks about? Why does she  
	 call them hypocrites in regards to racial prejudice?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 What do you think Atticus meant by this explanation for Tom’s escape attempt?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 Which statement best describes Maycomb’s reaction to Tom Robinson’s death?
		  a. The town is shocked, prompting them to question their prejudices.
		  b. The town views Tom’s death as tragic but unavoidable because of his guilt.
		  c. The town uses Tom’s death to reinforce racist stereotypes and justify its beliefs.
		  d. The town condemns Atticus Finch for giving Tom false hope.

“His food doesn’t stick going down, does it?”

“I guess Tom was tired of white men’s chances and preferred to take his own.”

ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary.

Mrs. Merriweather is talking about Northerners. She says they are hypocrites for claiming 

to believe in equality while refusing to “[sit] at the table with” black people, unlike the 

South’s clear and open segregation.
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8.	 What do the following comments expressed by Mr. Underwood mean?  
	 What literary device does he use to make his point?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 In chapter 26, Scout describes the Current Events project in her class. What does it help  
	 reveal about the impact of class differences on the learning experiences of students in  
	 Maycomb County, especially in relation to their literacy development?
			   a. Adults in Maycomb who can’t read and don’t know current events are not looked  
				    down upon, therefore literacy development is considered unimportant.
			   b. All students receive the same education to ensure that class differences do not  
				    impact students’ learning experiences.
			   c. Students mostly learn at school and do not take on the same attitude of their  
				    parents and family members.
		  	 d. Rural children do not have the same literacy resources as town children,  
				    placing them further behind and reinforcing class divisions.

	10.	 Infer why Jem becomes angry when Scout mentions Tom Robinson’s trial in chapter 26.
			   a. Since Jem is socializing more with other teenagers in town, he is becoming  
				    more discriminatory.
			   b. Jem is traumatized by the negative treatment and bullying from his classmates  
				    after returning to school the September after the trial.
			   c. Jem and Scout are growing apart because of Aunt Alexandra’s influence, so  
				    Jem no longer feels as though he can talk with her about his feelings.
			   d. Jem is struggling because he is mature enough to recognize the trial’s injustice,  
				    yet he is too young to understand how people he otherwise loves and respects  
				    could behave so prejudicially.

“Tom’s death [was like] the senseless slaughter of songbirds by hunters and 
children… In the secret courts of men’s hearts Atticus had no case. Tom was 
a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed.”

ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary but must indicate Mr. Underwood uses a simile to liken Tom to 

a songbird.
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	11.	 Based on context clues in chapter 27, what is the most likely reason that Bob Ewell  
		  is harassing people connected to Tom Robinson’s trial?
			   a. He is resentful that he was unexpectedly accused and put on trial.
			   b. He is upset that Atticus convinced everyone of Tom’s innocence.
			   c. He is upset and embarrassed that the trial exposed him as a neglectful and  
				    abusive father whom nobody takes seriously.
			   d. He is angry because he feels Tom escaped justice since Tom was shot while  
				    fleeing prison rather than formally executed.

	11.	 Who is Mr. Link Deas? How and why does he protect Helen Robinson?  
		  What does this suggest about him?

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

	    _________________________________________________________________________________________

ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is: Mr. Link Deas was Tom Robinson’s employer. He 

recognized the trial was unjust while it was happening, and he deeply feels that Helen 

has suffered enough. He protects Helen from Bob Ewell by threatening to have Bob 

arrested if he does not stop following and harassing her. This suggests he is willing to 

use his authority and risk his reputation to stand up to unfair treatment.


