
To Kill a Mockingbird
Chapters 1– 3

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Chapters 1–3 introduce the protagonist, Scout. How does Scout’s life 
compare to that of a typical Maycomb resident? What privileges might she  
have, particularly in relation to her father’s job and her general living situation?  
Use specific details from the text to support your answer.
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Chapters 1–3 introduce the protagonist, Scout. How does Scout’s life 
compare to that of a typical Maycomb resident? What privileges might she  
have, particularly in relation to her father’s job and her general living situation?  
Use specific details from the text to support your answer.

Use with the book:
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Answers will vary: Students should understand that Scout is placed in a position of privilege 
from the outset of the story because of her father’s job as a prominent attorney in the  
community. This makes her family well-known, connected and respected in their small town. 
This, as well as her uncle’s medical school education and her ancestors’ involvement in  
cotton farming, implies that Scout’s family has access to education and wealth that is not 
typical of the other residents who hold working-class jobs and struggle financially. This is  
further situated because of the fact that Scout and her brother Jem have a hired  
caregiver/housekeeper, Calpurnia, and a father who spends time reading with them and 
showing them the importance of education. While Scout’s family is not necessarily well-off, 
the ability for them to hire-out help and spend leisure time reading together implies less  
financial struggle compared to others in Maycomb County, especially those detailed 
throughout Chapters 1-3 who struggle to “find their next meals” and maintain basic hygiene. 
Students may also want to include details about Scout’s extensive vocabulary and  
wise-beyond-her-years nature that further situates her as an educated young individual, 
which privileges her compared to other students who are older than her and do not know 
how to read and possess the background knowledge of the world she has at her young age.

Students may want to include the following quotes in their responses: 

● “It was customary for the men in the family to remain on Simon’s homestead, Finch’s 
Landing, and make their living from cotton. The place was self-sufficient” (Chapter 1)

● “My father, Atticus Finch, went to Montgomery to read law, and his younger bro     ther 
went to Boston to study medicine.” (Chapter 1)

● “Atticus derived a reasonable income from the law. He liked Maycomb, he was Maycomb 
County born and bred; he knew his people, they knew him, and because of Simon Finch’s 
industry, Atticus was related by blood or marriage to nearly every family in the town.” 
(Chapter 1)

● “We lived on the main residential street in town— Atticus, Jem and I, plus Calpurnia our 
cook. Jem and I found our father satisfactory: he played with us, read to us, and treated 
us with courteous detachment” (Chapter 1)


