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Name: 
Use with the book:

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

What is the mood of this scene, and how does the author create that mood through dialogue 
and actions? Explain the significance of this moment in the story. How has Johnny’s attitude 
about life changed? What is revealed about his fears and regrets? Be sure to explain  
what Johnny means when he says “sixteen years ain’t long enough,” and connect it to an 
important theme in the novel. 
(Remember: mood is how a text makes a reader feel.)(Remember: mood is how a text makes a reader feel.)

“You’ll be okay,” I repeated firmly. Don’t start crying, I commanded myself, don’t start 
crying, you’l l scare Johnny.
“You want to know something, Ponyboy? I’m scared stiff. I used to talk about killing  
myself…” He drew a quivering breath. “I don’t want to die now. It ain’t long enough.  
Sixteen years ain’t long enough. I wouldn’t mind it so much if there wasn’t so much stuff  
I ain’t done yet and so many things I ain’t seen. It’s not fair. You know what? That time 
we were in Windrixville was the only time I’ve been away from our neighborhood.”
“You ain’t gonna die,” I said, trying to hold my voice down. “And don’t get juiced up, 
because the doc won’t let us see you no more if you do.”
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