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Chapter 5
1.	 What makes Ponyboy panic at the start  
	 of chapter 5?
		  a. He can hear police sirens in the distance.
		  b. He wakes up and can’t find Johnny.
		  c. He had a nightmare about the previous  
			   night’s events.
		  d. Dally came to see them and startled  
			   Ponyboy awake.

2.	 What do the boys decide to do to hide their  
	 identities? Explain Ponyboy’s response, as well as  
	 his reasoning for it. Use at least one direct quote.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Johnny is impressed by certain characters in Gone with the WindGone with the Wind. Who are they, and  
	 why does he admire them? Who do they remind him of? Why?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 How does Johnny feel about killing Bob? Support your answer with text evidence.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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5.	 Chapter 5 alludes to which literary work to emphasize which theme?
		  a. Gone with the WindGone with the Wind, to suggest their conflicts rival the Civil War
		  b. “Nothing Gold Can Stay,” to show the impermanence of good things, like innocence
		  c. Great ExpectationsGreat Expectations, to highlight the boys’ wasted potential due to their poverty
		  d. SupermanSuperman comics, to demonstrate the scale of their problems

6.	 Sherman’s siege of Atlanta ended with much of the city burning. Given that context,  
	 what literary device does this excerpt best exemplify?

		  a. metaphor, comparing a possible church fire to Atlanta’s burning	
		  b. imagery, describing the danger of the boys’ current situation
		  c. foreshadowing, subtly warning that a bad fire is likely to occur
		  d. personification, suggesting isolation is slowly destroying his hope

7.	 What are three pieces of news that Dally brings?
		  a. Darry wrote a letter expressing how sorry he is, Two-Bit was nearly killed by Socs,  
			   and Marcia gave Johnny’s name to the police.
		  b. The police think the boys fled to Texas, fighting between greasers and Socs is  
			   paused until Bob’s funeral, and the church will soon be demolished.
		  c. The police search is ramping up in town, tensions between the greasers and  
			   Socs have never been higher, and Darry is furious.
		  d. The police stopped searching this area for the boys, the greasers and Socs  
			   are practically at war, and Cherry is spying for the greasers.

Chapter 6
1.	 Who decides that the boys are going to turn themselves in? Why?
		  a. Ponyboy; he doesn’t want to live in hiding or on the run forever.
		  b. Ponyboy; he feels too guilty and knows it’s the moral thing to do.
		  c. Johnny; he might get off easy and doesn’t want to drag Pony down.
		  d. Johnny; he doesn’t want to further disappoint his parents.
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“We were careful with our cigarettes—if that old church ever caught fire there’d be 
no stopping it. 
On the fifth day I had read up to Sherman’s siege of Atlanta in Gone with the Wind…”
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	 2.	 In chapter 6, Dally says, “You sure you want to go back?  
		  Us greasers get it worse than everyone else.”  
		  Given the context of the quote, what does he mean?  
		  How does this reflect larger themes in the novel?

		  ______________________________________________________

		  ______________________________________________________

		  ______________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Why does the author most likely use repetition in the following quote?

		  a. to underscore the danger of the fire
		  b. to suggest Ponyboy is in awe of the fire
		  c. to make sure readers blame the boys
		  d. to emphasize Ponyboy’s panic and guilt

	 4.	 What device does the dialogue use to impact the scene’s mood?  
		  For what purpose or effect?

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________
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“I jerked loose and ran on. All I could think was: 
We started it. We started it. We started it!”

“The smoke filled my eyes and they started watering. ‘Is that guy coming?’
Johnny shook his head. ‘The window stopped him.’
‘Too scared?’
‘Naw…’ Johnny gave me a grin. ‘Too fat.’”
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5.	 How does Ponyboy describe Johnny while he rescues the children?  
	 How does this moment demonstrate Johnny’s character development?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why did Dally hit Ponyboy?
		  a. to put out the fire on Ponyboy’s back
		  b. to shock Ponyboy out of his hysterics
		  c. he was angry that Ponyboy went into the burning church
		  d. he was overcome with relief for Ponyboy’s safety

7.	 Who is Jerry Wood? How does he react to Ponyboy, Johnny, and Dally, and why is  
	 this significant? Use at least one direct quote as support.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Which accurately describes the shift in the Curtis brothers’ dynamics at  
	 the end of chapter 6?
		  a. Soda can’t stand the conflict between his brothers, so he explains Darry’s actions  
			   in a way that Pony can finally understand and forgives
		  b. Pony’s recent experiences and Darry’s relieved desperation give Pony insight  
			   into why Darry has been so strict with him, leading them to reconcile.
		  c. Darry realizes how cruel he was to Pony and begs for forgiveness, which Pony  
			   gives because of his near-death experience.
		  d. After facing the possibility of losing Pony forever, Darry has a newfound desire  
			   to mend his broken familial bonds and vows to be a better brother.
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Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

Chapter 5
1.	 What makes Ponyboy panic at the start  
	 of chapter 5?
		  a. He can hear police sirens in the distance.
		  b. He wakes up and can’t find Johnny.
		  c. He had a nightmare about the previous  
			   night’s events.
		  d. Dally came to see them and startled  
			   Ponyboy awake.

2.	 What do the boys decide to do to hide their  
	 identities? Explain Ponyboy’s response, as well as  
	 his reasoning for it. Use at least one direct quote.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Johnny is impressed by certain characters in Gone with the WindGone with the Wind. Who are they, and  
	 why does he admire them? Who do they remind him of? Why?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 How does Johnny feel about killing Bob? Support your answer with text evidence.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Outsiders: Chapters 5–6

ANSWER KEY

They decide to cut their hair, and Ponyboy bleaches his. This distresses Ponyboy. 

Likely supporting quotes include: “it was my pride”; “our hair was tuff”; “our hair 

labeled us greasers, too—it was our trademark”; “the one thing we were proud of”; 

or “maybe we couldn’t have Corvairs or madras shirts, but we could have hair.”

Johnny is impressed by the “Southern gentlemen” because he sees their manners, 

charm, and gallantry as “cool.” Johnny states they remind him of Dallas, whom Johnny 

views as gallant and heroic in his own right.

Answers may vary. An example is: Johnny is remorseful and shaken, insisting that 

he “didn’t mean to.” He cries and snaps at Ponyboy while discussing it. However, he 

also acknowledges that he felt he had to because he was scared for Ponyboy’s life.
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5.	 Chapter 5 alludes to which literary work to emphasize which theme?
		  a. Gone with the WindGone with the Wind, to suggest their conflicts rival the Civil War
		  b. “Nothing Gold Can Stay,” to show the impermanence of good things, like innocence
		  c. Great ExpectationsGreat Expectations, to highlight the boys’ wasted potential due to their poverty
		  d. SupermanSuperman comics, to demonstrate the scale of their problems

6.	 Sherman’s siege of Atlanta ended with much of the city burning. Given that context,  
	 what literary device does this excerpt best exemplify?

		  a. metaphor, comparing a possible church fire to Atlanta’s burning	
		  b. imagery, describing the danger of the boys’ current situation
		  c. foreshadowing, subtly warning that a bad fire is likely to occur
		  d. personification, suggesting isolation is slowly destroying his hope

7.	 What are three pieces of news that Dally brings?
		  a. Darry wrote a letter expressing how sorry he is, Two-Bit was nearly killed by Socs,  
			   and Marcia gave Johnny’s name to the police.
		  b. The police think the boys fled to Texas, fighting between greasers and Socs is  
			   paused until Bob’s funeral, and the church will soon be demolished.
		  c. The police search is ramping up in town, tensions between the greasers and  
			   Socs have never been higher, and Darry is furious.
		  d. The police stopped searching this area for the boys, the greasers and Socs  
			   are practically at war, and Cherry is spying for the greasers.

Chapter 6
1.	 Who decides that the boys are going to turn themselves in? Why?
		  a. Ponyboy; he doesn’t want to live in hiding or on the run forever.
		  b. Ponyboy; he feels too guilty and knows it’s the moral thing to do.
		  c. Johnny; he might get off easy and doesn’t want to drag Pony down.
		  d. Johnny; he doesn’t want to further disappoint his parents.
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“We were careful with our cigarettes—if that old church ever caught fire there’d be 
no stopping it. 
On the fifth day I had read up to Sherman’s siege of Atlanta in Gone with the Wind…”
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	 2.	 In chapter 6, Dally says, “You sure you want to go back?  
		  Us greasers get it worse than everyone else.”  
		  Given the context of the quote, what does he mean?  
		  How does this reflect larger themes in the novel?

		  ______________________________________________________

		  ______________________________________________________

		  ______________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Why does the author most likely use repetition in the following quote?

		  a. to underscore the danger of the fire
		  b. to suggest Ponyboy is in awe of the fire
		  c. to make sure readers blame the boys
		  d. to emphasize Ponyboy’s panic and guilt

	 4.	 What device does the dialogue use to impact the scene’s mood?  
		  For what purpose or effect?

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

The Outsiders: Chapters 5–6

“I jerked loose and ran on. All I could think was: 
We started it. We started it. We started it!”

“The smoke filled my eyes and they started watering. ‘Is that guy coming?’
Johnny shook his head. ‘The window stopped him.’
‘Too scared?’
‘Naw…’ Johnny gave me a grin. ‘Too fat.’”

ANSWER KEY

The author is using humor/comedic relief. Answers about the effect or purpose may vary. 

Examples include: It lightens the mood. / It adds contrast that ultimately helps to  

heighten the tension of the scene.

Answers may vary but should recognize that Dallas  

is referring to the justice system and the unfair  

treatment greasers receive in it, such as harsher  

punishments. Likely themes include prejudice,  

stereotyping, social inequality, and similar.
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Use with the book:
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5.	 How does Ponyboy describe Johnny while he rescues the children?  
	 How does this moment demonstrate Johnny’s character development?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why did Dally hit Ponyboy?
		  a. to put out the fire on Ponyboy’s back
		  b. to shock Ponyboy out of his hysterics
		  c. he was angry that Ponyboy went into the burning church
		  d. he was overcome with relief for Ponyboy’s safety

7.	 Who is Jerry Wood? How does he react to Ponyboy, Johnny, and Dally, and why is  
	 this significant? Use at least one direct quote as support.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Which accurately describes the shift in the Curtis brothers’ dynamics at  
	 the end of chapter 6?
		  a. Soda can’t stand the conflict between his brothers, so he explains Darry’s actions  
			   in a way that Pony can finally understand and forgives
		  b. Pony’s recent experiences and Darry’s relieved desperation give Pony insight  
			   into why Darry has been so strict with him, leading them to reconcile.
		  c. Darry realizes how cruel he was to Pony and begs for forgiveness, which Pony  
			   gives because of his near-death experience.
		  d. After facing the possibility of losing Pony forever, Darry has a newfound desire  
			   to mend his broken familial bonds and vows to be a better brother.
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ANSWER KEY

Ponyboy says Johnny “wasn’t behaving at all like his old self.” Analysis may vary. 

An example is: Johnny has become more confident and courageous, contrasting 

his earlier descriptions as jumpy and fearful. It also reveals he may have had a 

heroic personality all along.

Jerry Wood is a teacher who was at the fire. He “didn’t seem to mind [their] being 

hoods” and expresses gratitude and awe, calling the boys “heroes.” Opinions on why 

this is significant may vary.


