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Quote Conflict Type Explanation

“I ducked and tried to run 
for it, but the Soc caught my 
arm and twisted it behind my 
back, and shoved my face 
into the fountain.” (ch. 4)

Man
vs.
Man

This is a physical confrontation  
between Ponyboy and a Soc.  
The Soc puts his hands on Pony in  
a violent way in what is literally a  
man vs. man confrontation.

“You can’t wash your hair 
in that freezing water in this 
weather. You’l l get a cold.”
(ch. 5)

Man
vs.
Nature

The cold weather prevents the boys 
from washing their hair. This is a  
challenge they face that is directly 
caused by the weather, or nature.

Name: 
Use with the book:

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

There are many instances of external and internal conflicts in The OutsidersThe Outsiders, including  
man vs. man, man vs. society, man vs. nature, and man vs. self. Some embody overarching 
themes. Others are single moments.

Cite quotes from chapters 1–6 that exemplify conflict. Identify the conflict type, then  
explain how it applies. Examples have been completed for you.

The Outsiders: Conflict
Chapters 1–6


