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Situational irony is a literary device where what happens is the opposite of what is expected. 
Analyze how this moment creates irony. How does the teacher’s description of the boys  
compare to society’s usual perception of greasers? What does this reveal about stereotypes 
and the greasers’ true natures? Support your analysis in a well-developed, multi-paragraph 
response using textual evidence.
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“I swear, you three are the bravest kids I’ve seen in a long time.  
First you and the black-haired kid climbing in that window, and  
then the tough-looking kid going back in to save him. Mrs. O’Briant  
and I think you were sent straight from heaven. Or are you just  
professional heroes or something?”

- a teacher praising Ponyboy, Johnny,
and Dally after the fire
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