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Character Home Life & Family Relationships

Johnny

Ponyboy

Name: 
Use with the book:

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

The Outsiders: Chapters 1–3
Describe Johnny and Ponyboy’s home lives, especially their family relationships.  
Use quotes and paraphrases from chapters 1–3, and include page number citations. 

After you complete the table, answer the question.

What is Ponyboy’s ideal life? Why do you think he came to this conclusion?

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary but should acknowledge his parents died and 
the relationship between the brothers is often strained, especially 
Ponyboy’s relationship with Darry, who was unexpectedly forced 
into a parental role.

Answers will vary but should acknowledge his physically 
abusive father and emotionally neglectful mother.

Ponyboy’s ideal life involves moving to the country and “away from excitement.” 

It also involves undoing many events in his life, including the death of his parents 

and its impacts on his brothers.

Accept any reasonable explanations for why this may be.


