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At the end of the novel, Ponyboy says, “Suddenly it wasn’t only a personal thing to me.” 
What does he mean by this statement? Consider what the text of The OutsidersThe Outsiders is revealed 
to be within the scope of the story. What larger message is the novel trying to communicate 
to readers? Do you think it is still relevant today? Explain your answer using text evidence in 
a multi-paragraph response.
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