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Match each vocabulary word from chapters 1–2 of 

The OutsidersThe Outsiders to the correct definition on the right. 

Write the letter on the line.

1. _______ rumble a. slang term for jailjail

2. _______ Socs b. a foldable, spring-loaded pocketknife

3. _______ switchblade c. light and breathable fabric of good  

quality that is almost always printed  

with bright patterns, typically plaid

4. _______ editorials d. a youth subculture from the 1950s and 

1960s made up mostly of working-class, 

blue-collar teenagers known for slicking 

their hair back with grease and wearing 

denim and leather

5. _______ greaser e. a fight between groups of teenagers

6. _______ hoods  f. young people who are rowdy or  

act criminally

7. _______ bitter g. the wealthy teenagers who live on  

the West Side in The OutsidersThe Outsiders

8. _______ madras h. slang term for drunkdrunk

9. _______ boozed i. emotionally hardened or severe due to 

feelings of resentment or hurt

10. _______ cooler j. persuasive, opinion-based articles

Name: ______________________________________
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Use with the book:

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton
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Complete each sentence with a vocabulary word from the box.

 1. The Zunigas attempted to control their ________________________________  son  

  with even stricter rules, but that just made him act out more frequently.

 2. Despite being a Rottweiler—which is a breed with a reputation for being  

  particularly ________________________________— Cocoa, the Lims’ pet, is the  

  gentlest dog I’ve ever met.

 3. Titan didn’t even own a dog, so Mrs. Richmond was understandably  

  _______________________________  when he claimed that one ate his essay.

 4. Leilani was absolutely thrilled to win the public speaking contest, but she  

  tried to act ________________________________  so that nobody would realize  

  how much it meant to her.

 5. The city has started installing speed bumps on a number of side streets  

  to help address the increase in complaints about ________________________________  

  driving.

 6. Although Deborah used to have a drinking problem, she decided  

  three years ago that she was going to quit and has proudly managed to  

  stay ________________________________  ever since.

fierce

reckless

incredulous

nonchalant

sober

rebellious
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 1. The Zunigas attempted to control their ________________________________  son  

  with even stricter rules, but that just made him act out more frequently.
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 3. Titan didn’t even own a dog, so Mrs. Richmond was understandably  

  _______________________________  when he claimed that one ate his essay.

 4. Leilani was absolutely thrilled to win the public speaking contest, but she  

  tried to act ________________________________  so that nobody would realize  

  how much it meant to her.

 5. The city has started installing speed bumps on a number of side streets  

  to help address the increase in complaints about ________________________________  

  driving.

 6. Although Deborah used to have a drinking problem, she decided  

  three years ago that she was going to quit and has proudly managed to  

  stay ________________________________  ever since.

fierce

reckless

incredulous

nonchalant

sober

rebellious

ANSWER KEY

incredulous

rebellious

nonchalant

reckless

sober

fierce
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