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	 1.	 Who were the greasers?
			   a. a group of wealthy teenagers  
				    known for wearing expensive  
				    clothing and living in large  
				    houses
			   b. a group of teenagers who were  
				    known for their academic  
				    success and leadership in  
				    school clubs
			   c. a youth subculture made up  
				    mostly of wealthy teenagers  
				    known for slicking their hair back  
				    with grease, 	wearing denim and  
				    leather, and 		being motorcycle  
				    enthusiasts
			   d. a youth subculture commonly associated with mechanics and motorcycle  
				    culture that was made up mostly of working-class, blue-collar teenagers  
				    known for slicking their hair back with grease and wearing denim and leather

	 2.	 Which scenario below best fits the definition of the word reckless?
			   a. Greer ran into the street to get her basketball without looking both ways.
			   b. Caitlin slowly approached the stop sign before hitting the brakes.
			   c. Elizabeth looked over her English essay before submitting it.
			   d. Arthur bested the competition and got first place at his track meet.

	 3.	 What does the word editorials help you understand about the Socs?

			   a. Adults write both positive and negative opinion-based articles on them.
			   b. Adults frequently publish photographs of them in the news.
			   c. Newspapers write advice columns to them as valued customers.
			   d. Businesses publish newspaper advertisements targeted at them.

Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

“I reckon we’re wilder, too. Not like the Socs, who jump greasers and wreck 
houses and throw beer blasts for kicks, and get editorials in the paper for being 
a public disgrace one day and an asset to society the next.”

The Outsiders Vocabulary
Chapters 1–2
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	 4.	 Cherry tells Dallas she would never accept a Coke from him, but then he buys  
		  her one anyway. What does the use of the word incredulous suggest about  
		  Cherry’s feelings in that moment?

			   a. Cherry felt extreme hatred towards Dallas.
			   b. Cherry felt bad or unsure about throwing the Coke.
			   c. Cherry was in shocked disbelief that Dallas tried giving her a Coke.
			   d. Cherry was pleasantly surprised and covering up embarrassment.

	 5.	 In which scenario is the word fierce used correctly?
			   a. The football game was a fierce competition between rival teams.
			   b. The baby was cooing and playing fiercely.
			   c. Marvin sleepily completed the fierce pile of work on his desk.
			   d. The kind flight attendant responded fiercely to Quincy’s question.

	 6.	 Which word best describes the Socs?
			   a. poor	 b. wealthy
			   c. kind	 d. violent

	 7.	 What is the best definition for the word hood as it is used in the sentence?

			   a. a slang term for childhoodchildhood; the youth in a community
			   b. a slang term for l ivel ihoodlivel ihood; people who are unemployed
			   c. a slang term for hoodlumhoodlum; rowdy or criminal youth
			   d. a slang term for hoodieshoodies; people who wear baggy clothing

	 8.	 In The OutsidersThe Outsiders, what would a switchblade’s presence usually suggest?
			   a. The characters can’t afford proper utensils to prepare food.
			   b. The characters are expecting a dangerous confrontation.
			   c. The characters are performing maintenance on their vehicles.
			   d. The characters are getting ready to explore the outdoors.

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

The Outsiders Vocabulary
Chapters 1–2

“She gave him an incredulous look; and then she threw her Coke in his face.”

“The shade of difference that separates a greaser from a hood wasn’t present in Dally.”
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	 9.	 Which scenario below best fits the definition of the word nonchalant?
			   a. Alek left early, stopped for coffee, and walked leisurely along the winding path.	
			   b. Kristin stayed up all night finishing homework she had put off.
			   c. Jason ran so quickly that he achieved his personal best time.
			   d. Wrenn cooked a 6-course meal for her family, and they were very appreciative.

	10.	 Which accurately describes the word cooler as it is used in The OutsidersThe Outsiders?
			   a. an unemotional person well-suited to leading a group
			   b. someone who tries to lessen tension between teenagers
			   c. a jail, prison, or other such detention facility
			   d. a portable container used to keep items cold

	11.	 Which description best matches the meaning of the word sober?
			   a. a person who only engages in violence when necessary
			   b. a person who is resentful of living in poverty
			   c. a person who is not under the influence of drugs or alcohol
			   d. a person who is rarely polite or well-behaved

	12.	 Which word best completes the sentence?
		  Kelsey didn’t make the cheerleading team, which left her feeling annoyed and  
		  __________.

			   a. reckless	 b. tough
			   c. bitter	 d. nape

	13.	 What does the following quote suggest about rumbles?

			   a. Rumbles are fair fights.
			   b. Rumbles are entertaining.
			   c. Rumbles rarely happen.
			   d. Rumbles are brutal.

Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

The Outsiders Vocabulary
Chapters 1–2

“‘A fair fight isn’t rough,’ Two-Bit said. ‘Blades are rough. So are chains 
and heaters and pool sticks and rumbles…’”
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	14.	 Which word is a synonym for the word rebellious?
			   a. compliant
			   b. misinformed
			   c. youthful
			   d. defiant

	15.	 What does the word boozed reveal about Two-Bit?

			   a. He acts drunk or out of control even when he hasn’t been drinking.
			   b. He always follows the rules regardless of whether he’s been drinking.
			   c. He makes of a point of listening carefully to others.
			   d. He is quiet and shy around people, especially girls like Cherry.

	16.	 Which word is the bestbest antonym for the word madras?
			   a. oversized
			   b. solid
			   c. cotton
			   d. striped

Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

The Outsiders Vocabulary
Chapters 1–2

“It’s kind of hard to tell with him—he acts boozed up sometimes even 
when he’s sober.”
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			   a. a group of wealthy teenagers  
				    known for wearing expensive  
				    clothing and living in large  
				    houses
			   b. a group of teenagers who were  
				    known for their academic  
				    success and leadership in  
				    school clubs
			   c. a youth subculture made up  
				    mostly of wealthy teenagers  
				    known for slicking their hair back  
				    with grease, 	wearing denim and  
				    leather, and 		being motorcycle  
				    enthusiasts
			   d. a youth subculture commonly associated with mechanics and motorcycle  
				    culture that was made up mostly of working-class, blue-collar teenagers  
				    known for slicking their hair back with grease and wearing denim and leather

	 2.	 Which scenario below best fits the definition of the word reckless?
			   a. Greer ran into the street to get her basketball without looking both ways.
			   b. Caitlin slowly approached the stop sign before hitting the brakes.
			   c. Elizabeth looked over her English essay before submitting it.
			   d. Arthur bested the competition and got first place at his track meet.

	 3.	 What does the word editorials help you understand about the Socs?

			   a. Adults write both positive and negative opinion-based articles on them.
			   b. Adults frequently publish photographs of them in the news.
			   c. Newspapers write advice columns to them as valued customers.
			   d. Businesses publish newspaper advertisements targeted at them.

“I reckon we’re wilder, too. Not like the Socs, who jump greasers and wreck 
houses and throw beer blasts for kicks, and get editorials in the paper for being 
a public disgrace one day and an asset to society the next.”

The Outsiders Vocabulary
Chapters 1–2

Use with the book:
The Outsiders by S. E. HintonANSWER KEY
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			   a. Alek left early, stopped for coffee, and walked leisurely along the winding path.	
			   b. Kristin stayed up all night finishing homework she had put off.
			   c. Jason ran so quickly that he achieved his personal best time.
			   d. Wrenn cooked a 6-course meal for her family, and they were very appreciative.
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	13.	 What does the following quote suggest about rumbles?

			   a. Rumbles are fair fights.
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Use with the book:
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“‘A fair fight isn’t rough,’ Two-Bit said. ‘Blades are rough. So are chains 
and heaters and pool sticks and rumbles…’”
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