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1.	 Why does Annemarie act like a silly little girl  
	 when the soldiers stop her on the path?

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

2.	 What does the broken loaf of bread reveal about the soldiers’ behavior?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 What does the soldier find in the packet?

		  a. a letter written by Peter		 b. a map of Sweden

		  c. a handkerchief			 d. fake passports for the Rosens

4.	 How does Annemarie feel after she successfully delivers the basket?

		  a. tired and upset			 b. proud and relieved

		  c. guilty and frustrated		 d. infuriated and confused

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry
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5.	 Read the quote from Chapter 16.

	 How has Annemarie’s understanding of bravery changed?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Explain the role of the handkerchief in saving the Rosens and others on the boat.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What does Annemarie realize after she learns about the handkerchief’s importance?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

“That’s all that brave means—not thinking about the dangers. Just 
thinking about what you must do. Of course you were frightened.  
I was too, today. But you kept your mind on what you had to do.”

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword
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8.	 What happened to Peter Neilsen?

		  a. He died protecting the Jewish people.

		  b. He escaped to Sweden.

		  c. He betrayed the people of Denmark.

		  d. He moved in with Uncle Henrik to help him keep up with the house.

9.	 What was the truth about Lise’s death?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 Why do you think Lois Lowry included an afterword?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 How does the afterword change your understanding of courage during World War II?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword
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1.	 Why does Annemarie act like a silly little girl  
	 when the soldiers stop her on the path?

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________

2.	 What does the broken loaf of bread reveal about the soldiers’ behavior?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 What does the soldier find in the packet?

		  a. a letter written by Peter		 b. a map of Sweden

		  c. a handkerchief			 d. fake passports for the Rosens

4.	 How does Annemarie feel after she successfully delivers the basket?

		  a. tired and upset		 	b. proud and relieved
		  c. guilty and frustrated		 d. infuriated and confused

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword

ANSWER KEY

She acts this way to make the soldiers 

think she’s harmless and not up to 

something. She also hopes they won’t 

search her so they don’t find the 

packet hidden in her basket.

The broken loaf reveals the soldiers are suspicious of anyone, even little girls, and they 

will destroy food to find hidden items. 
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5.	 Read the quote from Chapter 16.

	 How has Annemarie’s understanding of bravery changed?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Explain the role of the handkerchief in saving the Rosens and others on the boat.

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What does Annemarie realize after she learns about the handkerchief’s importance?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

“That’s all that brave means—not thinking about the dangers. Just 
thinking about what you must do. Of course you were frightened.  
I was too, today. But you kept your mind on what you had to do.”

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword

ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. An example: Annemarie used to think being brave 

meant not being scared, but has now come to realize that being brave 

means to do what needs to be done even when you’re frightened.

The handkerchief has a special drug on it, which temporarily destroys a dog’s 

sense of smell if they sniff it. Anyone helping Jewish people escape can use 

it if soldiers use dogs to search their boats so the dogs won’t find the people 

hidden on board.

She realizes how close the Rosens could have been to being discovered by 

the German soldiers if Uncle Henrik hadn’t had the handkerchief for the dogs.
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8.	 What happened to Peter Neilsen?

		  a. He died protecting the Jewish people.
		  b. He escaped to Sweden.

		  c. He betrayed the people of Denmark.

		  d. He moved in with Uncle Henrik to help him keep up with the house.

9.	 What was the truth about Lise’s death?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 Why do you think Lois Lowry included an afterword?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 How does the afterword change your understanding of courage during World War II?

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Number the Stars: Chapter 15–Afterword

ANSWER KEY

Lise was a part of the Resistance with Peter. The Nazi soldiers figured out the location of 

their meeting place, and she was killed trying to escape when they ran her over with a 

military car.

Answers will vary. An example: The afterword helps the readers understand which 

parts are based on true historical events and which she fictionalized for the story. The 

afterword explains her inspirations for writing the story and the historical significance of 

the people of Denmark during World War II.

Answers will vary. An example: It shows that many ordinary people risked their lives 

to protect the people within their communities. Lowry makes sure the reader knows 

that this important fact was not fictionalized.


