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1.	 Which is the best synonym for  
	 the word contempt as it is used in  
	 the sentence?

		  a. disagreement 

		  b. disdain  

		  c. happiness 

		  d. respect

2.	 What is the meaning of sulking in this sentence?

		  a. acting confused 

		  b. acting nervous or anxious  

		  c. acting happy or excited 

		  d. acting sad or angry

3.	 Based on the following sentence and what you know about the word prodded,  
	 which sentence best describes how the soldier handled the backpack?

		  a. The soldier gently poked at the backpack with his rifle.

		  b. The soldier hit the backpack with his rifle.  

		  c. The soldier stabbed the backpack with his rifle.

		  d. The soldier ripped the backpack with his rifle.

Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

“Farther back, Kirsti was still sulking, and walking slowly toward the corner.”

“He prodded the corner of her backpack with the stock of his rifle.”

“Three years, Annemarie thought 
with contempt. Three years they’ve 
been in our country, and still they 
can’t speak our language.”
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4.	 Read the sentence below. What does the word obstinate tell you about the way  
	 Kirsti usually acts?

		  a. Kirsti is usually stubborn and does not always do what she’s told.

		  b. Kirsti is usually a good listener and follows directions.

		  c. Kirsti is usually angry and yells a lot.

		  d. Kirsti is usually happy and playful.

5.	 Read the sentence below. Which definition best matches the meaning of the  
	 word Resistance?

		  a. a group of people who refuse to accept help from others

		  b. a type of exercise that uses weights to build muscle

		  c. a disagreement between two friends

		  d. a secret organization working against an enemy or controlling force

6.	 What is the meaning of the word impassive?

		  a. full of emotion

		  b. full of expression

		  c. showing no emotion

		  d. showing no excitement
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Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“Stand still, Kirsti, Annemarie ordered silently, praying that somehow 
the obstinate five-year-old would receive the message.”

“She glanced through the window, down to the street corner where 
the soldiers stood, their faces impassive beneath the metal helmets.”

“The Resistance fighters were Danish people—no one knew who, 
because they were very secret—who were determined to bring 
harm to the Nazis however they could.”
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7.	 Which is the best synonym for the word solemn as it is used in the sentence?

		  a. sad

		  b. anxious

		  c. lighthearted

		  d. serious

8.	 Which situation best shows the meaning of trousseau in the sentence below?

		  a. A gir l packs her favorite toys to take on a weekend trip.

		  b. A bride-to-be carefully folds handmade linens and clothing that she will use  
			   after she gets married.

		  c. A family sorts through old clothes to donate to charity.

		  d. A student organizes her school supplies for the new school year.

9.	 Read the sentence below. What does the word dawdled suggest about how Kirsti  
	 walked to and from school?

		  a. Kirsti walked slowly and without urgency.

		  b. Kirsti ran quickly.

		  c. Kirsti skipped playfully.

		  d. Kirsti moved sneakily.
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“Thinking of Lise, her solemn, lovely sister, always made her sad.”

“Kirsti dawdled just behind them or scampered ahead, never out 
of their sight.”

“Mama had been crocheting that evening three years ago: the lacy 
edging of a pillowcase, part of Lise’s trousseau.”
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10.	Based on the sentence below, how was Kirsti acting when she spoke haughtily?

		  a. She was joking around with her family.

		  b. She was quietly thinking about what to say next.

		  c. She was feeling confused about what happened.

		  d. She was speaking in a rudely proud way.

11.	What does the word kroner most likely mean in the sentence below?

		  a. a kind of clothing

		  b. a type of currency

		  c. a smal l tool

		  d. a toy or trinket

Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  
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Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“‘I did not!’ Kirsti said haughtily from the bedroom doorway. 
‘I never, ever did that!’”

“‘I’l l give you some kroner—it shouldn’t cost very much.’”



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

1.	 Which is the best synonym for  
	 the word contempt as it is used in  
	 the sentence?

		  a. disagreement 

		  b. disdain  
		  c. happiness 

		  d. respect

2.	 What is the meaning of sulking in this sentence?

		  a. acting confused 

		  b. acting nervous or anxious  

		  c. acting happy or excited 

		  d. acting sad or angry

3.	 Based on the following sentence and what you know about the word prodded,  
	 which sentence best describes how the soldier handled the backpack?

		  a. The soldier gently poked at the backpack with his rifle.
		  b. The soldier hit the backpack with his rifle.  

		  c. The soldier stabbed the backpack with his rifle.

		  d. The soldier ripped the backpack with his rifle.

Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“Farther back, Kirsti was still sulking, and walking slowly toward the corner.”

“He prodded the corner of her backpack with the stock of his rifle.”

“Three years, Annemarie thought 
with contempt. Three years they’ve 
been in our country, and still they 
can’t speak our language.”

ANSWER KEY



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

4.	 Read the sentence below. What does the word obstinate tell you about the way  
	 Kirsti usually acts?

		  a. Kirsti is usually stubborn and does not always do what she’s told.
		  b. Kirsti is usually a good listener and follows directions.

		  c. Kirsti is usually angry and yells a lot.

		  d. Kirsti is usually happy and playful.

5.	 Read the sentence below. Which definition best matches the meaning of the  
	 word Resistance?

		  a. a group of people who refuse to accept help from others

		  b. a type of exercise that uses weights to build muscle

		  c. a disagreement between two friends

		  d. a secret organization working against an enemy or controlling force

6.	 What is the meaning of the word impassive?

		  a. full of emotion

		  b. full of expression

		  c. showing no emotion
		  d. showing no excitement

Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“Stand still, Kirsti, Annemarie ordered silently, praying that somehow 
the obstinate five-year-old would receive the message.”

“She glanced through the window, down to the street corner where 
the soldiers stood, their faces impassive beneath the metal helmets.”

“The Resistance fighters were Danish people—no one knew who, 
because they were very secret—who were determined to bring 
harm to the Nazis however they could.”

ANSWER KEY



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

7.	 Which is the best synonym for the word solemn as it is used in the sentence?

		  a. sad

		  b. anxious

		  c. lighthearted

		  d. serious

8.	 Which situation best shows the meaning of trousseau in the sentence below?

		  a. A gir l packs her favorite toys to take on a weekend trip.

		  b. A bride-to-be carefully folds handmade linens and clothing that she will  
			   use after she gets married.
		  c. A family sorts through old clothes to donate to charity.

		  d. A student organizes her school supplies for the new school year.

9.	 Read the sentence below. What does the word dawdled suggest about how Kirsti  
	 walked to and from school?

		  a. Kirsti walked slowly and without urgency.
		  b. Kirsti ran quickly.

		  c. Kirsti skipped playfully.

		  d. Kirsti moved sneakily.

Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“Thinking of Lise, her solemn, lovely sister, always made her sad.”

“Kirsti dawdled just behind them or scampered ahead, never out 
of their sight.”

“Mama had been crocheting that evening three years ago: the lacy 
edging of a pillowcase, part of Lise’s trousseau.”

ANSWER KEY



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Use with the book:
Number the Stars  

by Lois Lowry

T L

10.	Based on the sentence below, how was Kirsti acting when she spoke haughtily?

		  a. She was joking around with her family.

		  b. She was quietly thinking about what to say next.

		  c. She was feeling confused about what happened.

		  d. She was speaking in a rudely proud way. 

11.	What does the word kroner most likely mean in the sentence below?

		  a. a kind of clothing

		  b. a type of currency
		  c. a smal l tool

		  d. a toy or trinket

Number the Stars: Chapters 1–3

“‘I did not!’ Kirsti said haughtily from the bedroom doorway. 
‘I never, ever did that!’”

“‘I’l l give you some kroner— it shouldn’t cost very much.’”

ANSWER KEY


