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1.	 Did Brian catch any fish in chapter 12?  
	 Why or why not?

	 _________________________________________

	 _________________________________________

	 _________________________________________

	 _________________________________________

	 _________________________________________

	 _________________________________________

2.	 What animal does Brian encounter  
	 in chapter 13, and how does he feel  
	 about the encounter?
		  a. A bear and her cubs, and he is no longer afraid.
		  b. A wolf, and he was terrified.
		  c. A wolf, and he felt fear for a moment, but then described it as beautiful.
		  d. A bear and her cubs, and he ran away because he was scared.

3.	 What victory did Brian achieve in chapter 13?
		  a. He killed and ate over 20 fish using his spear.
		  b. He killed and ate a bird using his bow and arrow.
		  c. He killed and ate a bird using his spear.
		  d. He killed and ate over 20 fish using his bow and arrow.

4.	 What newfound hope does Brian have at the end of chapter 13?
		  a. He has hope that he will be rescued.
		  b. He has hope in his knowledge.
		  c. He has hope in his ability to hunt.
		  d. He has hope that another plane is coming.
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5.	 Describe Brian’s feelings of hope after eating at the end of chapter 13. How does he feel,  
	 and how does it alter his outlook on survival going forward? Use textual evidence to support  
	 your response.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Brian describes a mistake he makes at the beginning of chapter 14. Identify the mistake  
	 and discuss the implications of the error. Why does his mistake affect him so deeply?  
	 Use textual evidence to support your response.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What does Brian describe as a “constant problem” in chapter 14?

		  a. the skunk smell

		  b. his shelter

		  c. food

		  d. water
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8.	 Brian is so distraught after the plane does not see him. What is his reaction, and  
	 why does he react this way?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 From his mistake, Brian evolves. What task does he work to complete by the end  
	 of chapter 14 as a result of the error?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 Why does Brian decide to improve his shelter in chapter 14, and what does this reveal  
	 about his hopes of being rescued?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 How does Brian show he is resourceful in this section, and what does this reveal about  
	 his character?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

No, the fish were too fast, and he 

couldn’t spear them.
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ANSWER KEY

Brian describes the victory of finding fish as “a celebration of being alive and the new 

way he had of getting food.” He is incredibly proud of himself, and it gives him a  

renewed sense of hope, which was needed after the plane passed over him. The text 

also states, “But hope in his knowledge. Hope in the fact that he could learn and survive 

and take care of himself.” Going forward, this gives him a sense of positivity and  

confidence in his skills.

The mistake is his food storage method, which causes a skunk to invade his shelter and 

spray, leaving him blind for two hours, healing for two weeks, and a smell that lasted over 

a month and a half. His mistake affects him so deeply because “small mistakes could turn 

into disasters, funny little mistakes could snowball so that while you were still smiling at the 

humor you could find yourself looking at death.” He understands going forward that  

mistakes can really affect his ability to survive, causing him to think more carefully about 

the decisions and choices he makes.
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8.	 Brian is so distraught after the plane does not see him. What is his reaction, and  
	 why does he react this way?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 From his mistake, Brian evolves. What task does he work to complete by the end  
	 of chapter 14 as a result of the error?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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10.	 Why does Brian decide to improve his shelter in chapter 14, and what does this reveal  
	 about his hopes of being rescued?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Brian attempts to commit suicide using the hatchet. The text states, “To where he 

wanted to die. He had settled into the gray funk deeper and still deeper until finally, 

in the dark, he had gone up on the ridge and taken the hatchet and tried to end it 

by cutting himself. Madness.” He reacts this way because he is so frustrated and so 

desperate to be rescued.

He sought out a better way to store his food. He does this by making a live fish pen  

using rocks.

Brian shows his resourcefulness by creating a ladder using only his hatchet and by 

building a live fish pen to store food. These actions demonstrate his determination 

and problem-solving skills. He isn’t focused on merely surviving; he wants to make 

his situation better and truly thrive.

Brian decides to improve his shelter after the skunk incident, realizing he had been too lazy 
when he first built it. He spends three days reinforcing and rebuilding it, and by the end 
he notes, “A bear, something big, could still get in by tearing at it, but nothing small could 
bother him and the weave of the structure still allowed the smoke to filter up through the 
top and out.” This shows that Brian no longer expects to be rescued right away, or at least 
he isn’t relying on it. Instead, he is becoming more settled in his environment and feels he 
needs to make his shelter strong and livable for the long term.


