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	 1.	 Which word below is a synonym  
		  for penetrating?
			   a. haunting		 b. piercing
			   c. friendly		 d. upsetting

	 2.	 What does the word listless tell you  
		  about Mama in the quote below?

			   a. She was lacking interest or energy.	
			   b. She had misplaced her to-do list.
			   c. She was sick with a cold.	
			   d. She was easily excited.

	 3.	 What word could replace cope in the quote below without changing its meaning?

			   a. hurt	 b. cry	 c. deal	 d. extend

	 4.	 What does the word cavernous tell you about the shed in the quote below?

			   a. It was crowded.	 b. It was quiet.
			   c. It was secluded.	 d. It was large and open.

	 5.	 Fill in the blank:
		  Sienna’s attention was ____________ by the magician’s puzzling trick.
			   a. accompanied	 b. unfocused
			   c. reluctant	 d. riveted

Use with the book:
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

“Only twenty or so women gathered in the cavernous shed, 
sitting in a circle on upturned crates…”

“It is a lot of strain on her body to cope with so many emotions in such a short time.”

“But Mama was listless and 
Esperanza often found her 
weeping in silence.”

Esperanza Rising Vocabulary
Chapters 10 –12
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	 6.	 Which is the best example of suppleness?
			   a. a baby’s soft, chubby cheeks	 b. a sharp edge of a table
			   c. a hard pit from an avocado	 d. a crumpled piece of paper

	 7.	 Which situation best shows the meaning of the word susceptible?
			   a. Henry is tired from baseball practice and wants to go to sleep early.
			   b. Riley’s mom doesn’t want her to go to the party because she is just getting over  
				    the flu and might get even sicker.
			   c. Sofia begs to stay home from school, but her mom says she must go since  
				    she isn’t sick.
			   d. Reann’s flight didn’t arrive until after midnight, so her dad said she can  
				    go to school late.

	 8.	 Which word below is an antonym for tormented?
				    a. distressed	 b. tortured	 c. comforted	 d. bothered

	 9.	 Which word below does not describe something in a state of squalor?
				    a. dirty	 b. filthy	 c. foul	 d. tidy

	10.	 Which is the best example of recuperation?
			   a. Rashaun rests in bed with his leg elevated after his surgery.
			   b. Penelope runs to the bus stop, only to see the bus pulling away as she gets there.
			   c. Jackson is playing video games even though it is past his bedtime.
			   d. Mr. Banks is a nurse in the emergency room at the hospital.

	11.	 Fill in the blank:
		  After I fell in gym class, Mrs. Valley ____________ me to the nurse’s office.
			   a. riveted	 b. accustomed	 c. healed	 d. accompanied

	12.	 What does the word remnants tell you about the state of the piñata in the quote below?

			   a. It was bright and colorful.	 b. It was full of candy.
			   c. It had been used and was now empty.	 d. It was new and ready to use.
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Name: ______________________________________

Use with the book:
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

“Dangling from a tree branch were the remnants of the little donkey piñata that 
she had given the children, its tissue streamers fluttering in the breeze.”
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