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1.	 Which of the following best  
	 describes the central challenge  
	 Salva’s group faces in  
	 chapter 7?

		  a. They have to cross a  
			   big river.

		  b. They are scared of the  
			   rebels.

		  c. They cannot find food  
			   and shelter.

		  d. They are sick from dirty  
			   water.

2.	 Which action best shows  
	 Salva’s growing maturity  
	 and teamwork in chapter 7?

		  a. He steps up and leads the group after Marial dies.

		  b. He hunts a topi for the group to eat.

		  c. He carries bundles of reeds to help with the boat building.

		  d. He tells everyone how to build the boats because it was common practice  
			   in his village.

3.	 What does the simile, “It was like music, the sound of Akeer’s laugh,” suggest about  
	 Akeer’s laugh?

		  a. It was loud, as if coming from a microphone.

		  b. It was rhythmic, as if she were singing.

		  c. It echoed across the room.

		  d. It was pleasant and joyful, like the sound of music.
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4.	 Using your inference skills, what does the quote below suggest about Uncle?

		  a. He will shoot them if they do not give him food.
		  b. He is so kind that the fishermen gave him food for being so nice and conversational. 
		  c. He is the leader of the group, and the fishermen respected or feared his authority.
		  d. He threatens the fishermen, so they gave him food to stay safe.

5.	 After Salva reflects on a positive memory of his father bringing home mangoes,  
	 the text says:

	 What does this quote reveal about how Salva now thinks about his family?

		  a. He still holds on to hope, but now his memories are mixed with a sense of peace  
			   and uncertainty.
		  b. He avoids thinking about them because it causes him too much sadness and  
			   distress.
		  c. He worries constantly about where they are and whether they are still alive.
		  d. He has given up all thoughts of his family and moved on completely.

6.	 When Salva sees the group of nine collapsed on the sand, he immediately thinks about  
	 sharing his water. What does this reveal about his character?

		  a. He is reckless and makes decisions without thinking them through.
		  b. He is responsible and looks out for the well-being of the group.
		  c. He is compassionate and empathetic, remembering what it feels like to 
			   be left behind.
		  d. He is a mature leader who takes charge in difficult situations.
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“None of the travelers had money or anything of value to 
trade, so they had to beg for food. The exception was Uncle: 
The fishermen gave him food without having to be asked.”

“He wondered if he would ever again see his father riding 
a bicycle with mangoes in its spokes.”
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7.	 In Chapter 9, Uncle calls Salva by his full name during a moment of despair. What is the  
	 deeper significance of this gesture? Does it carry any figurative or symbolic meaning?  
	 Consider when Salva’s full name has been used in the book before. Support your answer  
	 with evidence from the text.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________	

8.	 As the group continues their journey, Salva becomes increasingly anxious about the  
	 possibility of Uncle Jewiir leaving him. Analyze the reason behind Salva’s fear and evaluate  
	 whether his concern is justified, based on his experiences so far. What does this reveal  
	 about Salva’s dependence on Uncle and his ability to cope with loss?

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________
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9.	 In Chapter 10, Nya is doubtful when a stranger says they can find water between  
	 two trees because she knows the land is dry. Why does Nya’s past experience make  
	 her skeptical of the plan? Do you think her doubt is reasonable? Use a detail from  
	 the text to support your answer.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	What happened to Uncle at the end of chapter 10? How do you think this will affect  
		  Salva? Use what you know about his past experiences to support your answer.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________	

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________
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	 deeper significance of this gesture? Does it carry any figurative or symbolic meaning?  
	 Consider when Salva’s full name has been used in the book before. Support your answer  
	 with evidence from the text.
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8.	 As the group continues their journey, Salva becomes increasingly anxious about the  
	 possibility of Uncle Jewiir leaving him. Analyze the reason behind Salva’s fear and evaluate  
	 whether his concern is justified, based on his experiences so far. What does this reveal  
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Answers will vary but should mention that Salva has experienced significant loss and 

been abandoned by others. An example is: Salva fears losing Uncle Jewiir because 

he has already experienced significant loss. His family is missing, Marial has died, and 

others, like the group in the barn and the old woman, have left him behind. Uncle is 

the only person he has left who provides him with guidance, protection, and emotion-

al support. This fear is valid given Salva’s sad experiences and the instability he has 

had to face and overcome. The text supports this when Salva pleads, “But, Uncle, I will 

have no one! Who will be my family?” This shows that Salva depends on Uncle and is 

still trying to deal with all the loss he has faced.

Answers will vary. An example is: Uncle calling Salva by his full name symbolizes a 

connection to Salva’s identity, family, and sense of home. The text states, “Each time, 

he spoke to Salva using his full name. Each time, Salva would think of his family and 

his village, and he was somehow able to keep his wounded feet moving forward, one 

painful step at a time.” This repetition becomes a source of strength and endurance. 

Additionally, it symbolizes Salva’s transition into manhood. In Chapter 2, Salva uses his 

full name to convince himself that he is old enough to join the men, showing that he 

believes his full name represents maturity and responsibility. Uncle’s use of Salva’s full 

name reminds him of who he is and who he is becoming, even in the midst of hardship.
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9.	 In Chapter 10, Nya is doubtful when a stranger says they can find water between  
	 two trees because she knows the land is dry. Why does Nya’s past experience make  
	 her skeptical of the plan? Do you think her doubt is reasonable? Use a detail from  
	 the text to support your answer.
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	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	What happened to Uncle at the end of chapter 10? How do you think this will affect  
		  Salva? Use what you know about his past experiences to support your answer.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________	

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________
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Answers will vary but should mention that Uncle was shot (Although his death is not 

explicitly stated in chapter 10, students may infer it). An example is: Uncle was tied 

to a tree and shot at the end of chapter 10. I think Salva will be heartbroken by 

Uncle Jewiir’s death. He has already lost so many people, and Uncle was the only 

family he had left. Uncle also protected and guided him, so losing him might make 

Salva feel alone and hopeless. It could be really hard for Salva to stay strong after 

this loss.

Answers will vary. An example is: Nya is skeptical because she has lived in that area 

her whole life and knows it well. The text says, “Nya shook her head. What are they 

talking about? She knew that place like the back of her own hand.” It also says, 

“There wasn’t a single drop of water in that spot, unless it was raining!” Her doubt 

makes sense because she has never seen water there before, so it’s hard for her to 

believe the strangers could find it.


